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Editor's Note 



M 



usic is essential in my life, and without it, I think my existence would be pretty boring. It's 
pretty safe to say that if I ever became stuck on a deserted island, the "one item" that I 
would want to have with me would be my music collection on an MP3 player. I'd be out of 
luck when my player's power ran out, but I'd at least try to fashion together a battery charger 
from coconut husks and palm fronds, much like the professor on "Cilligan's Island" would have. 
Clearly, music plays a big part in my life, and I'd go to great lengths to keep it around. 

All kidding aside, audio has a powerful grip on most of us, and it deserves to be played 
through the best CE devices we can get our hands on. Whether that means investing in a 
high-end home-theater audio setup for your shiny new plasma TV or finding an MP3 player 
dock that will let you unleash your favorite tunes when you're in the great outdoors, there are 
plenty of audio products that will let you enjoy the minute sound details of your favorite 
movies, tracks, or TV programs. 



Starting on page 44 of this month's issue, we take a look at 
what's available in terms of audio products at your CE retailer. 
With the product overviews and shopping advice we supply, 
you're sure to find an audio accessory that will help enhance 
your listening experiences more than you ever thought possible. 
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Ashley Kumpula 
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ashley-kumpula@firstglimpsemag.com 
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The Latest Arrivals 

Look For These New Products 



K 



eep an eye out for these products hitting Best Buy shelves for the first time. Some of the items listed below are showcased in this month's 
one-page product profiles, so be sure to take a look at the listed page numbers for more information. 



Home Theater 


Canon PowerShot A1000 IS 
■ See page 31 


Dell XPS 630 Desktop 


Belkin BreakFree &. BreakFree Tips 


Hitachi 47" Director Series Ultra 




Kaspersky Internet Security 


Belkin CoStudio 


Thin HDTV (UT47X902) 


Canon PowerShot SX1 10 IS 


■ See page 56 


Belkin Power Central with Cable 


Hitachi Audio Video Center 


■ See page 32 


Kensington LiquidAUX Deluxe for 


Catch 


(AVC08U) 


Canon Rebel XS 


iPhone and iPod 


Belkin Silicone Sleeve for iPod nan 




■ See page 30 


Kensington Mini Battery Pack and 




LG 26LC40 26" Class LCD HDTV 




Charger for iPhone and iPod 


Belkin Silicone Sleeve for iPod 


Samsung Series 7 50-inch Plasma 
HDTV (PN50A760) 


Casio Exilim EX-FH20 




touch 


■ See page 35 


Kensington Portable Power Pack 
for Mobile Devices 


Belkin Sport Armband Plus with 








FastFit for iPod nano 


Samsung Series 7 58-inch Plasma 


Casio Exilim EX-Z1 50 






HDTV (PN58A760) 




Kensington Share Central 2 


Belkin Sport Armband Plus with 


Samsung Series 7 63-inch Plasma 


FujifilmFinePixJ150W 
■ See page 37 


Kensington Share Central 5 


FastFit for iPod touch 


HDTV (PN63A760) 


Kensington Wall/Air Ultra Thin 


Belkin TuneStudio 


Samsung Series 8 46-inch LCD 


Fujifilm FinePixS2000HD 


Notebook Power Adapter 


Belkin TuneTalk Stereo for iPod 


HDTV (LN46A850) 


Nikon S60 


Kensington Wall Ultra Thin 




Samsung Series 8 52-inch LCD 


■ See page 39 


Notebook Power Adapter 


Belkin Wireless C+ MIMO Route 


HDTV (LN52A850) 


Olympus FE-370 


Magix Music Maker 14 


Belkin Wireless N+ USB Adapter 


Samsung Series 9 46-inch LCD 


■ See page 36 


Pinnacle New Studio MovieBox 


Jabra BT530 


HDTV (LN46A950) 




Plus 


See page 77 


Digital Imaging 


Computers 

ACER Aspire One AOA1 50-1 570 
Mobile Internet Device 


Pinnacle New Studio MovieBox 
Ultimate 


Magellen RoadMate 1212 


Canon EOS 50D DSLR 
See page 29 


Pinnacle PCTV HD mini Stick 


Magellen RoadMate 1400 






Magellen Triton 400 


Canon HF11 Camcorder 


Belkin PC-to-Mac Transfer Kit 






See page 33 


Corel Paint Shop Pro Photo X2 


Wireless 


Magellen Triton 2000 


Canon HG20 Camcorder 


Ultimate 


Altec Lansing nMotion MAX 


Zagg Invisible Shield 


See page 34 


■ See page 59 


■ See page 72 


See page 78 



Products Coming Soon 



Computers 

Adobe Photoshop Elements 7 

Adobe Premiere Elements 7 

D-Link Xtreme N Dual Band Gigabit 
Router 

IOGEAR Wireless USB Hub and 
Adapter 

Kensington Ci70 Keyboard with 
USB Ports 



Wireless 



Belkin Eco-Conscious Leather Folio 
for iPod classic 

Belkin Eco-Conscious Leather Folio 
for iPod nano 

Belkin Eco-Conscious Leather Folio 
for iPod touch 

Belkin G Wireless Router 

Belkin N+ Wireless Router 



Belkin N Wireless Router 

Belkin PowerLine AV+ Starter Kit 

Belkin PowerLine AV Starter Kit 

Belkin PowerLine Turbo Starter Kit 

Belkin Silicone Sleeve for iPod classic 

Belkin Sport Armband Plus with 
FastFit for iPod classic 

Belkin Susan G. Komen Sport 
Armband for iPod classic 
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ce news 



Compiled by Jennie Schlueter 



► 



Best Buy's Rollout 

A nationwide effort that began in October 2006 was com- 
pleted in early August as Best Buy finished the rollout of its 
Best Buy Mobile store-within-a-store concept in all 965 loca- 
tions across the country. Customers can now peruse more 
than 90 different handset offerings from nine cell phone car- 
riers right in the store. The Mobile store also features cell 
phone accessories. Best Buy shoppers should find the answers 
they need from sales associates, as the staff receives at least 80 
hours of training and ongoing education to keep up with 
changing mobile technology and trends. 



BUY 



m bile 



Converter Boxes 
From The CEA 

In an effort to help people living in long-term 
care facilities who may be left without any tele- 
vision programming after the February 2009 
digital switch, the CEA (Consumer Electronics 
Association) is donating 100 free converter 
boxes to long-term care facility residents in the 
Wilmington, N.C, area. The boxes are being 
supplied by Best Buy (Insignia), EchoStar 
(DTVPal), and LC Electronics (Zenith). 




Car Audio Prices 
On The Rise 

It seems that no area of the economy is 
free from the current budget crunch 
facing the country. In July, manufacturers 
such as JBL, Infinity, Audiovox, Rockford, 
JL Audio, and MTX announced they 
would be raising their prices. It seems the 
increasing cost of metals, oil, and trans- 
portation is affecting the consumer elec- 
tronics industry, especially car audio. 
Because of their high metal content and 
bulk, which makes them expensive to ship, 
subwoofers have been hardest hit. 
Industry officials have indicated the price 
hike will be permanent and that even 
those manufacturers that have not yet 
raised prices will do so in the next year. 
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m a r 



t p I a c 



tidbits 



Ad Activity Indicates Mobile Web Growth 

The Mobile Metrics report from mobile advertising company AdMob reveals 
information about ad requests, impressions, and clicks as users browse the mo- 
bile Web. The report was able to estimate the growth of the mobile Web by 
tracking activity for a fixed group of ad publishers and found that traffic for this 
controlled group more than doubled from July 2007 to June 2008. The majority 
of that 104% growth occurred in the United States and the UK. The Mobile 
Metrics report also offers information about which handheld devices make the 
most ad requests, with Motorola and Samsung in the top two positions. 

Mobile Ad Requests In The United States (June 2008) 

SonyEricsson 1.9%. 
Sanyo 2.0% 
HTC2.1% 
Apple 2.1%. 



"Includes unclassified impressions and manufacturers with less than 1% share. 

Worldwide Mobile Phone Sales On The Rise 

According to research firm Gartner, worldwide sales of mobile phones are set 
to grow to 1.28 billion units this year, which represents an 11% increase from 
2007. Despite the overall increase, some markets (such as those in Japan and 
Western Europe) will actually see a decrease in unit sales over the next two 
years. The mobile phone sales increase relies heavily on developing markets in 
areas such as Asia/Pacific. 



Mobile Phone Sales Forecast 


2008 (units sold) Compared To 2007 


Asia/Pacific 


472.5 million 


17.9% increase 


Western Europe 


188 million 


1.5% decrease 


North America 185.7 million 


5.3% increase 


Japan 47.7 million 


9.1% decrease 




As of mid-July 2008, 
500,000 paid sub- 
scribers get real-time 
traffic information for 
their PNDS (portable navigation 
devices) from Clear Channel 
Radio's RDS-TMC (Radio Data 
System Traffic Message Channel), 

Source: Clear Channel Radio Total Traffic Network 




Apple had sold 1 mil- 
lion iPhone 3Gs 

three days after the 
product's launch. 



o 



Source: Apple 




According to the 
"U.S. Consumer 
Electronics Sales and 
Forecast" report, 
consumer-electronics shipment 

revenues will grow py 7.3% 

in 2008, reaching more than $183 
billion by 2009, 

Source: CEA 



6 



San Francisco sales of 

hands-free 

Bluetooth devices 

were more than four 

times the national average in May 

2008, two months before California 

passed its hands-free driving law, 

Source: NPD Croup 

In Q3 2007, one-third 
of households in the 
United States and 
Canada used a televi- 
sion to listen to music, and 

two-thirds of those with broad- 
band connections regularly used 
a PC to play music at home. 

Source: Park Associates 
Digital Media Habits II Survey 
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Altec Lansing 
inMotion Max iMT702 

Portable Speaker Power For Your iPod & iPhone 




Liick quiz: What's easily 
portable, fills any room 
with rich sound, and can 
run on batteries? If you 
guessed the Altec Lansing 

inMotion Max ($199.95; www.altec 

lansing.com), you'd be correct. 

The inMotion Max is a portable speaker 
system that is designed for iPods and 
iPhones. Pop out the docking tray and 
put the iPod or iPhone into the cradle, 
then kick back, relax, and use the in- 
cluded remote control to browse 
through your music collection to find 
some tunes to listen to. And if you want 
to listen to a friend's iPod, you can swap 
out yours for his in a matter of seconds. 

The Sound Is The Thing 

The small wall of speakers produces 
warm, clean sounds with a solid dynamic 
range. Low bass sounds are full and rich 
even without a subwoofer thanks to XDB 
bass-enhancement technology, and Altec 
Lansing's ESS (Expanded Sound Stage) 
technology broadens the stereo image 
for a more immersive sonic experience. 

Though it's more than capable of filling 
a room with sound, the inMotion Max 



is compact enough to fit in virtually any 
space. It's perfect for a college dorm 
room, especially if there are multiple 
residents who want to listen to their 
iPods or iPhones at different times. 

The design of the inMotion Max is im- 
mune to cell phone interference, which 
can hurt sound quality, so you don't have 
to switch your iPhone to airplane mode 
when it's docked, nor do you have to 



iPod & iPhone 
Compatibility 

If you have an iPod or iPhone, 
chances are it's compatible with 
the inMotion Max. Supported de- 
vices include: 

iPhone 
iPhone 3G 

iPod touch 

iPod nano (third generation) 

iPod classic 

iPod nano (second generation) 

iPod with video 

iPod nano (first generation) 

iPod with color display 

iPod mini 



worry about the proximity of any other 
cell phone when you're playing music. 

For even more tuneage, you can connect 
an additional audio source, such as a CD, 
DVD, or other MP3 player via an auxil- 
iary input on the back of the inMotion 
Max. Essentially, the inMotion Max func- 
tions as a convenient speaker system for 
almost any audio source you have. 

Making Your Life 
More Convenient 

The inMotion Max is powered by a 
rechargeable battery or by a wall outlet 
that will also recharge your iPod or 
iPhone while it plays. Though easily 
portable, the inMotion Max works per- 
fectly as a permanent fixture in a room 
with a sturdy stand and a discreet, 
sleek black profile. Yet with nary a 
second thought, you can pick it up and 
take it to another room without inter- 
rupting the music. 

You can keep track of what's play- 
ing, whether it's radio or a play 1 ist, 
with the digital display that tells you 
the artist and song. When the radio is 
on, the current song and FM station 
data is displayed. 
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You don't have to worry about missing 
a call when your iPhone is docked in the 
inMotion Max. Incoming calls will pause 
the music, and the inMotion Max will 
pick up the song right where you left off 
when you finish your conversation. 

Backlit capacitive touch buttons allow 
command of the inMotion Max with 
a light touch, letting you control 
volume, Play/Pause, skip tracks, or se- 
lect audio sources such as iPod, radio, 
and auxiliary devices. You can also en- 
gage or disengage ESS with a single 
button and set and recall four FM pre- 
sets. Or if you'd rather, all the same 
controls and more are on the included 
remote control, which is slim and 
compact, yet has buttons that are 
large and comfortable to use. 

One nice bonus is that if you have an 
iPod or iPhone with alarm or sleep 



timer functionality, the inMotion Max 
will support it, making these stereo 
speakers ideal for any bedroom. You 
can ditch your alarm clock altogether 
and wake up to whatever sounds or 
songs you want. 

Gelling With Your Lifestyle 

If you're an avid exerciser, you can tran- 
sition from an outdoor jog or bike ride 
to the weight machine or treadmill in a 
basement workout room without 
turning off your music. Just unstrap 
your iPod from your arm and place it on 
the inMotion Max dock to continue 
your workout with crystal clear (and 
headphone-free) music. 

If you park the inMotion Max in your 
kitchen, you can just deposit your iPod 
or iPhone there as soon as you get 
home from work. Not only will your 



device charge up every day this way, 
it's also a convenient way to listen to 
tunes while you make dinner or putter 
around the house. 

The inMotion Max is a sturdy stereo 
speaker system for your iPod, iPhone, 
CD player, DVD player, and virtually 
any MP3 player. You can make it a 
permanent fixture in any room of the 
house without gobbling up valuable 
counter, desk, or shelf space, or you 
can run it on the rechargeable battery 
and take it with you from place to 
place as you go about your day. 

Its thin size belies the power and 
clarity afforded by the speakers, and 
the options packed into the inMotion 
Max make it a useful and convenient 
way to listen to your favorite music 
without headphones. E3 
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You Be The Judge 

Determine An HDTV's Video & Audio Quality 





hen trying to pick 
out the perfect 
HDTV, you can 
only stand there 
squinting at the 
wall of options 
for so long before you start to wonder 
how you can tell which one's better. 
Even when you look at two HDTVs side- 
by-side and can notice a difference, it's 
hard to tell which of them is "better." 
Fortunately, there are several ways to 
determine the video and audio quality 
of an HDTV. 

How To Discern 
Video Quality 

The big thing that everybody looks for 
first on an HDTV is the video resolu- 
tion, or the number of pixels an HDTV 
can display. 1080p is currently the 
highest resolution available to con- 
sumers. Yet resolution isn't the whole 
story. For example, 1080i may techni- 
cally be a higher resolution than 720p, 
but a 720p HDTV may have a higher re- 
fresh rate (the rate at which the HDTV 



rescans the image), such as 120Hz vs. 
60Hz, which smoothes out the picture. 
In that case, you may find that the 
HDTV with the lower resolution may 
actually look better. 

Other specs to consider are an HDTV's 
viewing angle, contrast ratio, and black 
levels. A wide viewing angle — say 170 de- 
grees — means that you'll be able to enjoy 
a picture from virtually anywhere in the 
room. The contrast ratio will let you 
know how wide the spectrum of color is 
on a given HDTV, from the darkest black 
to the brightest white; the higher the 
number, the better. The black level, 
which is simply how deep the blacks are 
on an HDTV, will also help you gauge the 
quality of the picture. These three fea- 
tures are important, but the best way to 
evaluate them each is to look at the 
HDTVs you're interested in purchasing. 
For example, if one model has a high 
contrast ratio listed but your eyes tell 
you a different story, trust your eyes. 

In order to gauge HDTVs for the best 
video performance, bring your favorite 



DVD or Blu-ray Disc to the store for 
testing. Watch both very dark and 
brightly lit scenes to check the color in 
each. Also, watch action scenes and keep 
an eye out for jagged edges on fast- 
moving objects and other image issues, 
such as ghosting and judder, that may 
become distracting as you watch video. 

Also bear in mind that cables influence 
the quality of an HDTV's image. Low- 
end cables may be constructed poorly 
and can often lead to degraded picture 
quality. If the HDTV is connected to 
high-quality cables on the showroom 
floor, be prepared to invest in cables 
of equal or greater quality to ensure 
that the picture you see at the store is 
the same one you get at home. One 
classic indicator of quality is whether 
the ends of the cables are gold or a 
cheaper metal. 

How To Discern 
Audio Quality 

Try out an HDTV's built-in speakers in 
the store before you buy. Turn the 
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volume up to a reasonable level and 
listen for any distortion or problems 
with balance between high and low 
sounds. Try to hear if the speakers can 
cut through the ruckus of the store and 
the other HDTVs nearby; also, walk 
around the entire viewing area of the 
HDTV to listen for any changes or gaps 
in the audio. 

No matter how good an HDTVs built-in 
speakers are, a surround-sound system 
will deliver a much more immersive 
home-theater experience. For that 
reason, make sure your HDTV supports 
multichannel audio; it should support 
Dolby and DTS true sound. Simulated 
surround sound is another desirable fea- 
ture, as it will make your favorite music 
(mixed in stereo) sound like multi- 
channel audio for a more enhanced lis- 
tening experience. 

If you don't want to spring for a big 
multispeaker system, see if your HDTV 
has a surround-sound decoder. It will 
make your stereo speakers sound more 
like true surround sound. ™ 

by Seth Colaner 




Terms To Know 



W 



hen shopping for the best home-theater setup for your lifestyle, you'll encounter a host of terms that you'll need to 
know. Use this list as a cheat sheet to help you remember what all those terms mean. 



Contrast ratio. The difference between the brightest 
white and the darkest black in an HDTVs image. The 
higher the ratio, the better. 

Multichannel audio. Audio that is routed through mul- 
tiple speakers that makes sound feel spatial. 

Refresh rate. The rate at which an HDTVs screen re- 
scans video images. A higher refresh rate, such as 120Hz, 
smoothes the picture better than a lower rate, such as 
60Hz. 

Resolution. The number of pixels an HDTV screen can 
display; this is communicated by the number of horizontal 
scan lines, such as 480, 720, or 1080. 

Simulated surround sound. Certain media, such as 
DVDs, have multichannel audio content that produces sur- 
round sound when played through multiple speakers. Other 



media, such as CDs, often only have two channels of audio, 
called stereo. Simulated surround sound takes information 
from stereo audio and artificially generates more channels to 
simulate surround sound. 

Sound leveler. A function that reduces or increases the 
volume of an HDTV during transitions between, for 
example, very quiet scenes in a movie and loud commer- 
cials in order to deliver even volume throughout the 
viewing experience. 

Surround-sound decoder. A function that improves 
overall sound quality by simulating multichannel audio 
through an HDTVs stereo speakers. 

Viewing angles. The area in which an HDTVs picture 
is viewable; an HDTV with a viewing angle of 170 degrees 
will be visible almost anywhere in a room. • 
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Home-Theater 
Receivers 

Pick Your Entertainment 
System's Brain 





f your home-theater shop- 
ping began and ended 
with an HDTV, you're still 
missing part of the picture. 
To complete your setup, 
consider what a home-the- 
ater receiver will bring to it. 



A receiver accepts audio and video 
from a variety of home-theater compo- 
nents: cable or satellite signals, DVD or 
BD (Blu-ray Disc) player, gaming con- 
sole, CD jukebox, etc. It then provides 
one-touch switching between these 
components and sends the video to 
your TV and the audio to external 
speakers, typically a 5.1 or 7.1 surround- 
sound system. 

When selecting a receiver, keep these 
features and specifications in mind. 



Connectivity 

The receiver should have enough inputs 
and outputs, and the right kind, for your 



components. This may mean Com- 
ponent video, Composite video, and 
S-Video for older gear; coaxial and op- 
tical digital audio; and especially HDMI, 
the standard connection for high-defini- 
tion players and TVs. 

It's increasingly viable to include a the- 
ater system in a home network, so look 



Add 
Satellite Radio 

ome receivers go beyond the 
usual assortment of jacks and 
are compatible with tuners for XM 
(www.xmradio.com) and Sirius 
(www.sirius.com) satellite radio. 
This can enormously expand your 
home-entertainment options with 
more than 100 channels of music, 
talk, news, sports, and more, virtu- 
ally all of it commercial-free. — 



for built-in Wi-Fi or an Ethernet jack if, 
for instance, you'd like to stream music 
and video from your computer. 

Your system is more likely to grow rather 
than shrink, so you may want to choose a 
receiver with more inputs than you need 
right now, so you can expand later. 

Audio Formats & 
Video Conversion 

Any receiver will be able to decode the 
surround formats used on standard 
DVDs and in high-definition TV signals. 
To keep pace with technology, make 
sure your receiver is also compatible 
with the new high-def audio formats 
such as Dolby TrueHD. 

For greater convenience, choose a re- 
ceiver that handles video conversion — 
for instance, converting Component 
video signals to an HDMI output. A re- 
ceiver without conversion capability 
must output video signals through 
the same type of input as they came 
in on (for example, Component video 
in through Component video out), 
meaning you'd have to make a separate 
connection to your TV for each type of 
jack your players use. 

Power 

Your receiver should provide enough 
power to adequately drive your speakers, 
whose specifications should list the watts- 
per-channel range they handle. Also, the 
bigger your TV room is, the more wattage 
you'll need to fill it with sound. 

Check the total harmonic distortion, or 
THD, rating, too. The lower it is, the 
better — ideally around 0.1% or less — 
which translates into a cleaner, clearer 
picture and audio. 

Finally, whenever possible, listen before 
you buy. IS 

by Brian Hodge 
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Your Home Theater 
Go-To Guys 



Home-Theater Installation Services 




ack in the day, setting up a TV 
was a cinch, but these days it's 
a lot more complicated. Geek 
Squad Home Theater Installation service 
lets you sit back and envision your 
ultimate viewing and listening environ- 
ment, while leaving the design, configu- 
ration, and installation to the Geek 
Squad's expert agents. 

In-Home Consultation 

The Geek Squad offers an in-home con- 
sultation service. Schedule an appoint- 
ment by calling 1-800-GEEK SQUAD 
(1-800-433-5778) or by visiting your 
local Best Buy. 

The Geek Squad Agents spend roughly an 
hour helping you build your dream A/V 
system. They can perform a preliminary 
walkthrough of your home, discussing 
with you different A/V possibilities and 
offering advice on choosing the right 
products and services. The cost of the ser- 
vice, which includes a detailed estimate of 
costs and a diagram of the proposed 
layout, is $99.99. With an in-home consul- 
tation, you will receive a $100 coupon 
that can be used towards a future home- 
theater purchase of $499 and up. 

In-store experience. Many Best Buy stores 
feature a Magnolia demo room, in which 
you'll see and hear what a high-perfor- 
mance home-theater setup should look 
and sound like in a comfortable living 
room setup. A sales associate will ascer- 
tain what it is that you want from a 



Available Services 

Geek Squad offers a range of 
flexible and comprehensive 
services to help you realize your 
ideal home-theater system. 

• Consultation 

• Delivery and setup 

• TV mounting 

• Speaker installation 

• Universal remotes 

• Home-theater calibration 



home-theater system. They'll also make 
sure you'll have the proper cables and ac- 
cessories for the best A/V results, as well 
as ensure you're informed about the prod- 
uct. For instance, if you purchase a new 
HDTV, the sales associate can educate 
you about the local availability of digital 
cable, satellite, and over-the-air services. 

In-home installation. TV & Video Setup 
costs $99.99 and includes the plugging in, 
configuring and setting up of seven select 
video components. If you wish to add 
audio integration, the Standard Home 
Theater Setup combines a TV & Video 
Setup with Speaker Setup for $199.99. 
Other services, such as calibration, on- 
wall TV mounting, and remote control 
programming, are available, as well. 

One-Stop Shop 

You already know that Best Buy has 
plenty of the CE products you want, and 



Price Breakdown 

Geek Squad offers a complete 
list of professional installa- 
tion services that feature a clear 
pricing scheme so you can make 
sure you get a system that fits your 
lifestyle and your budget. 

• In-Home Consultation: $99.99 

• TV & Video Setup: $99.99 

• Standard Home Theater Setup: 
$199.99 

• Calibration: $299.99 

• TV Mounting:* 

Up to 32 inches: $99.99 
33 to 60 inches: $199.99 
61 inches or bigger: $399.99 

• Front Projector Installation: 
$599.99 

• Speaker Setup: $149.99 

• Speaker Mounting: $24.99 

• Soundbar Setup: $149.99 

• Remote Control Programming: 
$149.99 

• Must be purchased with TV & Video 
Setup or Standard Home Theater Setup 

now you know that you can get it all in- 
stalled and configured to your liking 
with the help of the Geek Squad's Home 
Theater Installation service. Perhaps the 
most important aspect of the service is 
that the Geek Squad Agents will teach 
you to become the expert of your own 
home theater. E3 

by Andrew Leibman 
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THINGS TO KNOW 

Home-Theater Accessories 



Cables & Connectors 



Q 



What is an optical cable? 

These digital audio cables are made up of optical 
fibers able to carry multichannel audio signals. 



Q 



What is a Component cable? 



A Component cable is a cable that carries video 
information via three separate color signals, either 
red/green/blue or chroma/color difference. 



Q 



What is a Composite cable? 



Composite cables carry analog video signals in 
which all color information and vertical and hori- 
zontal controls are sent over a single cable. 



Q 



What is an HDMI (High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface) cable? 

An HDMI cable carries high-quality digital video 
and audio signals over a single connector. 



Q 



Remote Controls 



Why should I invest in a universal remote control? 



If you need to control a variety of home-theater 
devices, an advanced universal remote can further 
simplify the operation of your home-theater compo- 
nents because you won't need to deal with multiple 
remote controls. 



QWhat does it mean when a remote control has 
a "learning" capability? 

A remote control can learn commands from 
the original device-specific remote by capturing 
the command signal from the original remote — ideal 
for adding functions not available in the universal re- 
mote's programming. 



Q 



What are the benefits of a remote with an LCD? 



Depending on the selected component, different 
options will appear on the LCD. Many remotes 

with an LCD include a Page Down button, so you can 

scroll through all the device features. 





Q 



HDTV Mounts & Brackets 



What is an HDTV wall mount? 



A wall mount is a metal bracket that you secure to the 
back of your HDTV. The mount then enables you to 
display your flat-panel TV by hanging it on a wall. 



Q 



What is a flat HDTV wall mount? 



These mounts are designed to keep the HDTV close to 
the wall. It's best to use this type of mount when you 
do not want the TV to tilt or swivel to different angles. 



Q 



What is a tilting HDTV wall mount? 



A tilting wall mount allows your HDTV to tilt about 1 5 
degrees up or down, which is ideal if your HDTV is 

mounted high on the wall or if you need to adjust your set 

to avoid glare from the sun. 



Q 



What is a full-motion HDTV wall mount? 



This mount will give your HDTV the flexibility to tilt up 
or down and left or right. It also allows you to pull your 
TV straight out from the wall. 



Q 



Where can I mount my HDTV? 



HDTV brackets should be screwed into wooden studs 
in the wall. You can use a stud finder to locate studs. If 
you're unsure of where to hang your HDTV, consider con- 
tacting your local CE retailer for information on professional 
installation services. 



Surge Protectors & Power Conditioners 



Q 



What is a surge protector? 



A surge protector is a device that looks much like a 

power strip and is designed to keep electrical spikes 

and surges from reaching and damaging your electronics. 



Q 



How can I benefit from a surge protector? 



A surge protector is a cost-effective way to help en- 
sure the safety of electronic devices, such as com- 
puters and home-theater systems, by stopping surges and 
spikes before they reach your equipment. 



Q 



What is a power conditioner? 



Power conditioners filter the dirty power running 
to your electronics, such as your HDTV or surround- 
sound system, and replace it with safer clean power. 



Q 



What is dirty power? 



Dirty power occurs when the current flowing through 
an electrical line is burdened with RF (radio fre- 
quency) interference or EMI (electromagnetic interference) 
and may result in audio static or flickering video. 



Q 



How can I benefit from a power conditioner? 



By providing your home-theater equipment with 
clean power, you can enjoy enhanced audio and video 

quality. Some power conditioners also have built-in surge 

suppression for added safety. 
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The Goods On LCDs, Plasmas & RPTVs 








by Kathryn Dolan 




LCD 


Plasma 


RPTV 




Pros 


Pros 


Pros 




• The thin profiles and light 


• Plasma TVs light phosphors 


Although often heavier than their LCD 




weight of these televisions 


evenly across the screen to 


and plasma counterparts, RPTVs are 




make them easy to mount 


create images, and the images 


surprisingly lightweight for their sizes. 




on a wall. 


are consistently bright and clear 


• You'll find exceptional picture quality 




• Power demands are a bit 


with vibrant colors. 


on very big screens (65 inches and 




lower than comparably 


• The contrast ratio is high 


greater). 




sized plasma displays and 


(30,000:1), so you'll see deep, 


• As screens get bigger, RPTVs are more 




considerably lower than 


dark blacks and bright, crisp 


cost-effective than LCD or plasma TVs. 




CRT televisions. 


whites. 






• Many LCD TVs have a VGA 


• The design and technology of 


Cons 




input, so you can hook up 


plasma TVs lend themselves to 






your computer and view 


large screen sizes — typically 50 


• With depths of 16 to 24 inches, these 




content on a big, bright 


inches or greater. 


TVs are far too big and bulky to 




screen. 


• Rapid pixel response means no 


mount on a wall. 




• Altitude and air pressure 


blurry motion. 


• RPTVs still require that lamps, which 




have no effect on LCD TVs, 


• Wide viewing angles give you 


may cost a few hundred dollars, be 




so performance doesn't 


the same high-quality images 


replaced every few years. 




suffer in the mountains. 
• Image burn-in is unlikely. 


on-screen no matter where 






in the room you happen to 


Best For 






be sitting. 


Big, roomy home theaters 




Cons 








Cons 


• Movies and games 




• Fast-moving images may 
suffer from a slight trailer- 


• Although the risk has been 










effect, but as LCD tech- 


greatly reduced through ad- 


JM 1^ 




nology has improved, the 


vances in flat-screen technology, 


""^1 




effect has become barely 


some plasma TVs are still sus- 






perceptible. 


ceptible to image burn-in if not 


j^ * %^^H 




• When pixels stick on or off, 


cared for properly. 


^ 1 r ^ 




they show up as either a 


• A combination of low air pres- 


S^K— i ~ 




pinpoint of bright light or 


sure and high altitudes (6,500 


^i s^k ^r v y 




black and can be distracting 


feet and higher) may cause 


mv • \ 




on-screen. 


plasma TVs to buzz. 


\\\ V 


) 




n .. r 




Best For 


Best For 


• Bright, sunny kitchens 


• Movies with nonstop action 


^^ i^dp^ j _^_^ <f > 


y/ fa 


• Small rooms 


• Sporting events 




HHm 
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HOME THEATER 



♦ MITSUBISHI 
Mm. ELECTRIC 

DIGITAL TELEVISIONS' 



LCD TV 

Immerse Yourself In Big Picture & Sound 




Mitsubishi 149 Series 
LCD Flat Panel HDTVs 
(LT-46149/LT-52149) 

MSRPs: 46-inch model $2,999 

SKUs: 8961368 (46-inch model) 

MSRPs: 52-inch model $3,399 

SKUs: 8961634 (52-inch model) 

www.mitsubishi-tv.com 



Quick Overview 

The Mitsubishi 149 Series flat-panel TVs with 
immersive sound provide a simple, space- 
saving solution for built-in surround sound in 
your home-theater setup. Without clutter, 
such as extra cables or speakers*, these TVs fea- 
ture an UltraThin Frame'", which will give you 
more picture and sound without taking up 
precious space. 

Perfect For 

The 149 Series is ideal for home-theater enthu- 
siasts with limited space who are looking for an 
immersive home-theater experience with a 
single, stylish, sophisticated unit.* 



Outstanding Benefits 

1080p LCD flat-panel display with Tru1080p" and Plush1080p' Processing 

Integrated sound projector for true-to-life 5.1 surround sound* 

Exclusive 6-Color Processor™ produces bright colors and whiter whites 

Smooth 120Hz~ minimizes blur 

Deep Color and x.v.Color™ enables more color than ever before 

FourSimplayHD-certified HDMI 1.3a inputs 

NetCommand* provides a true one-remote control home-theater system 

USB input enables you to easily connect USB devices 

Digital cable-ready CableCARD slot allows quick and easy cable setup 

Coolest Feature 

The 16-Speaker Integrated Sound Projector with variable subwoofer 
preout gives you true-to-life 5.1 surround sound without bulky receivers 
or additional speakers.* 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores (Magnolia Home Theater) and www.bestbuy.com 

* Adding a powered subwoofer to the TV is recommended for the best sound. 
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HOME THEATER 



Home Theater System 

Audio Everywhere — Wirelessly 







Klipsch CS-700 
2.1 Home Theater 
with DVD and 
Wireless Audio 

MSRP: $1,299.99 

SKU: 8260632 

www.klipsch.com 



Quick Overview 

Sized to fit beautifully in any room, the Klipsch 
CS-700 2.1 home-theater system delivers im- 
mense cinema-style audio with fewer wires and 
components. This sleek, simple, and small virtual 
surround-sound system is the ticket to dynamic 
home-theater performance. And because it fea- 
tures KlipschCast™ wireless technology, you can 
pair it with Klipsch's RoomCroove iPod" 
speakers to set your music and movies free. 

Perfect For 

It is great for those who want the effect of a five- 
speaker surround-sound system with fewer com- 
ponents, fewer wires, and a modern, sleek look. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Two compact satellites employ dual magnetically shielded 3-inch 
woofers and a 0.75-inch magnetically shielded, horn-loaded tweeter 

• Subwoofer utilizes an 8-inch down-firing woofer and 200 watts of am- 
plifier power to generate hard-hitting bass response 

• A/V center consists of DVD/CD player, AM/FM tuner, and HDMI 
output with 1080i upcon version 

• Universal IR remote control directs all system functions 

• Dolby 8 Virtual Speaker and Tractrix" Horn-loaded technology 

• Wirelessly broadcasts CD-quality audio 

Coolest Feature 

With exclusive KlipschCast™ wireless technology, the CS-700 can transmit 
CD-quality audio to its local subwoofer and to one or more of Klipsch's 
award-winning RoomGroove iPod" speakers (sold separately). 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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HOME THEATER 



DENON 



Audio/Video Receiver 

Eliminate Irritating Volume Swings 



DenonAVR-1909 
7.1 Channel 
Audio/Video Receiver 

MSRP:$649 

SKU: 8853895 

www.usa.denon.com 




Quick Overview 

Denon's AVR-1909 is one of the first audio/ 
video receivers to offer Audyssey Dynamic 
Volume, an automatic volume-leveling system, 
as well as Audyssey Dynamic EQ, which ensures 
rich bass and smooth tonal balance, even at low 
volume levels. Setup is a snap thanks to the 
icon-based on-screen display, and the Audyssey 
MultEQ acoustic correction and optimization 
system custom-tailors the sound for optimum 
tonal balance throughout the listening space. 

Perfect For 

Anyone who wants the latest in a high-resolu- 
tion system with the most user-based features. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 90 watts per channel x 7 channels, Dolby TrueHD, Dolby Digital Plus, 
Dolby Digital Surround EX, Dolby Pro Logic llx decoding 

• DTS-HD Master Audio, DTS ES 6.1 Discrete, DTS ES 6.1 Matrix, DTS 
Neo:6 decoding, HDMI v1.3a processing and switching (3 inputs, 1 
output), supports 1080p, Deep Color, xv Color, CEC functions 
Faroudja DCDi video processing and up-conversion up to 1080p 
Audyssey MultEQ Room Acoustic Correction System 
Audyssey Dynamic Volume automatic volume control system 
Audyssey Dynamic EQ automatic tonal balance adjustment system 
Enhanced On-Screen Display with icon-menu system and screen saver 

Coolest Feature 

The AVR-1909 will let you sit back and relax, watching TV and movies, 
without having to adjust the volume to compensate for sound spikes. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores (Magnolia Home Theater) and www.bestbuy.com 

2008 Denon Electronics (USA), LLC. All rights reserved Denon is a registered trademark of Denon Electronics (USA), LLC. 
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HOME THEATER 



DVR 

Higher Intelligence For Home Entertainment 





TiVo HD DVR 

MSRP: $299.99 

SKU: 8386999 

www.tivo.com 



Quick Overview 

The TiVo* HD Digital Video Recorder is pre- 
mium High-Definition at an affordable price, 
combining the intelligence of the TiVo service 
with the razor-sharp clarity of HD recording. 
TiVo service brings you all your favorite TV 
shows, ready to watch whenever you want. Plus, 
it can connect to the Internet using your home 
network to deliver movies, music, photos, and 
more — right to your TV. All at your command 
with one simple remote control. 

Perfect For 

The person who wants to get the most out of 
his or her DVR at an affordable price. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Controls cable TV with Record, Pause, Rewind, and Fast-Forward in HD 

Record two HD channels at once while watching another recorded 

show 

Records up to 20 hours in HD (or 180 hours capacity in Standard 

Definition) 

Sources supported: Digital cable, Analog cable, Digital Antenna (ATSC), 

Analog antenna (Satellite not supported) 

Download thousands of movies directly to your TiVo H D DVR 

Expandable storage with the Western Digital My DVR Expander 

Coolest Feature 

Transfer your favorite TV shows to your laptop or iPod using your PC or 
Mac when you connect your TiVo DVR to your home network and high- 
speed Internet connection. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores (Magnolia Home Theater) and www.bestbuy.com 
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home theater 



5 Must- Have 
Accessories 



s you head toward the 
HDTV section of your 
local consumer-elec- 
tronics store, you'll in- 
variably pass shelves 
of bland-looking HDTV accessories. 





Wall mounts 
let you display 
your HDTV to 
its greatest ad- 
vantage. To 
help you see 
your TV from the best possible 
viewing angle, look into a swivel 
mount, which lets you adjust the 
vertical and horizontal positions. 
A wall-mounted HDTV also clears 
a bit of floor space and keeps your 
living room or home theater neat 
and clutter-free. Before hanging the 
wall mount and installing the televi- 
sion, make sure your theater reclin- 
ers and couches are positioned 
where you'll be happy with them 
for a while so you don't have to drill 
new holes in the walls every time 
you want to rearrange the furniture. 



Sure, these accessories have multi- 
channel audio, gold-plated connectors, 
nitrogen-injected insulation, and fully 
articulating mounting arms, but they 
can't compete visually with their big- 
screen, flat-panel HDTV counterparts. 



e 



TV stands are a good option if 
you'd rather not drill holes in 
your family room's newly painted 
walls. Likewise, if your walls are made 
of cement or cinderblock, a stand is 
probably a better option than a wall 
mount. Today's A/V furniture manu- 
facturers offer gorgeous, showroom- 
style stands in a variety of materials, 
including warm wood (available in 
many stains), minimalist brushed 
steel, and clean-looking glass. You can 
get a triangular corner model, a high- 
backed cabinet that includes a mount 
for flat-panel HDTVs, or a rack with 
adjustable shelves to accommodate 
the rest of your A/V gear. 





Despite outward appearances, how- 
ever, there are a handful of accessories 
that are vital to getting the most from 
your HDTV. IB 

by Andrew Leibman 



HDMI cables eliminate the 
need for multiple cables. HDMI 
cables are all-in-one cords that 
carry uncompressed digital audio/ 
video signals to 
and from your 
HDTV and its 
components, 
eliminating the 
need for separate A/V ca- 
bles. Well-shielded cables cost a bit 
extra, but they're worth it because 
they eliminate interference from 
other components. Another feature 
you'll appreciate on the more costly 
cables is the connection — because 
the connector is well-built, it'll fit 
snugly in the port, so the cable 
won't work itself free when pets 
and small children accidentally 
jostle the cables. 



*&* 



$& 




A surround-sound system brings the aural experience of a 
theater home. You've perhaps struggled to keep volume 
levels steady while watching TV. The intrusion of a loud 
commercial in the middle of your favorite 

show is startling; likewise, it's jolting when a 

quiet part of your favorite movie is suddenly 

interrupted by a too-loud scene change. A 

good-quality surround-sound system will fea 

ture an equalizer, which will prevent volume 

extremes in movies and HD broadcasts that 

are capable of 5.1 or better surround sound. 



€ 



!! 



• 



A universal remote lets you control all of your A/V equip- 
ment with one device. No one — not your mom, dad, 
grandma, or even the kids — can figure out the remotes 
when there's a different one for each component in your 
home-theater system. Consolidate the controls 
with a programmable universal remote, which S ; i 
lets you control everything with a single device. 
Many of these remotes let you control as many 
as 1 5 devices at once, and some have a color LCD 
with backlighting, so you can see what you're optir 
to control in your dimly lit home theater. 
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Which LCD TV Is Best For You? 

o you've decided to get an LCD TV. The next step is deciding which LCD TV to invest in. With all the models on today's market, 
you want to be sure the model you select is the best for you and your family. Refer to this chart for further help when shopping. 







Size 


Dimensions; 
Weight** 


Native 
resolution 


Viewing 
angle 


Inputs 


Outputs 


What It Means 


The diagonal 
measurement of 
the TV's screen 


Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the TV 
weighs 


A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 


The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 


Inputs let you 
connect your 
components to 
your TV 


Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to pe- 
ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 


^__. LG 26LG40 
b*^^| MSRP: $949.95* 
^^g| SKU 8939679 


26 inches 


18x26.3x 
4.1 inches; 
N/A 


720p 


178 degrees 


4HDMI;3 
Component; 1 
S-Video; 1 Com- 
posite; 1 PC 


1 audio 


63 


Insignia 
NS-LCD42HD-09 

MSRP: $949.99* 
SKU 8632802 


42 inches 


27x39.8x 
4.5 inches; 
40.7 pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


3 HDMI; 2 
Component; 2 
S-Video; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 PC; 1 RF 


2 audio 


1 — -^Stk Toshiba 
U^^l 37AV500U 

l^^n MSRP: $949.99* 
Wt^m SKU 8740801 


37 inches 


36.4x24.8x 
4.7 inches; 
39.4 pounds 


720p 


N/A 


2 HDMI; 2 
Component; 1 
S-Video; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 PC 


1 audio 


gp 


Westinghouse 
W3223 

MSRP: $599* 
SKU 8953153 


32 inches 


20.125x30.8x 
3.75 inches; 
24.9 pounds 


720p 


N/A 


2 HDMI; 1 Com- 
ponent; 1 S- 
Video; 1 Com- 
posite; 1 PC; 1 RF 


2 audio 


Samsung 

^S^^ - SKU 8955268 


46 inches 


27.3x44.1x 
1.9 inches; 
45.2 pounds 


1080p 


178 degrees 


4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 1 
S-Video; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 PC 


N/A 


EJ 


Sony Bravia 
KDL-46Z4100/B 

MSRP: $2,799.99* 
SKU 8828691 


46 inches 


27.1x42.5x 
3 inches; 49 
pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 1 
S-Video; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 PC 


2 audio 


^___ Mitsubishi 
g< J LT-52149 
^^^^ MSRP: $3,699* ^ 
SKU 8961634 ^^ 


52 inches 

V 


31.5x47.7x 
4.8 inches; 
83.8 pounds 
with stand 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 3 
Component; 
2 S-Video; 2 
Composite 


2 audio 


B 


Sharp AQUOS 
LC-65D64U 

MSRP: $4,999.99 
SKU 8758052 


65 inches 


60.172x37.17 
2x3.875 
inches; 110.3 
pounds 


1080p 


176 degrees 


3 HDMI; 2 
Component; 1 
S-Video; 3 Com- 
posite; 1 PC 


N/A 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. **unless specified, this is without stand 
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Which Plasma TV Is Best For You? 

f you're planning on buying a plasma HDTV, it might be hard to decide on one just by looking at a wall of gorgeous sets. Refer to 
this chart for further help when shopping. 







Size 


Dimensions; 
Weight** 


Native 
resolution 


Viewing 
angle 


Inputs 


Outputs 




What It Means 


The diagonal 


Height x width 


A fixed TV reso- 


The maximum 


Inputs let you 


Outputs transfer 






measurement 


x depth; How 


lution; images 


angle at which 


connect your 


information from 






of the TV's 


much the TV 


are best dis- 


the viewer can 


components to 


your TV to pe- 






screen 


weighs 


played in the na- 
tive resolution 


see the screen 
clearly 


your TV 


ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 


j^j 


LG 42PG20 

MSRP: $1,199.95* 
SKU 8749278 


42 inches 


26.7x40.9x 
3.4 inches; 
53.7 pounds 


720p 


N/A 


3HDMI;3 
Component; 
1 S-Video 


1 audio 




Panasonic 
TH-42PX80U 

MSRP: $1,199.95* 
SKU 8722448 


42 inches 


26.7x40.2x 
3.7 inches; 
56.7 pounds 


720p 


N/A 


3HDMI;2 
Component; 
2 Composite; 
2 S- Video 


2 audio 


m 


Samsung 
PN42A450 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 8749376 


42 inches 


26.3x41 .5x 
3.8 inches; 
59.1 pounds 


720p 


175 degrees 


3 HDMI; 2 
Component; 
1 PC 


N/A 


fetk- 


Insignia 
NS-PDP50 

MSRP: $1,299.99* 
SKU 8454996 


50 inches 


32x5 1.4x 
4.2 inches; 
95 pounds 


720p 


N/A 


2 HDMI; 2 
Component; 
1 S-Video; 1 
RF; 1 PC 


1 audio 


k§yJ 


Samsung 
PN50A550 

MSRP: $2,299* 
SKU 8749367 


50 inches 


32.7x48.4x 
12.6 inches; 
82.3 pounds 


1080p 


175 degrees 


3 HDMI; 2 
Component; 
2 Composite; 
1 S-Video; 1 PC 


N/A 






Hitachi Ultravision 
P50S602 

MSRP: $2,699* 
SKU 8911699 


50 inches 


31.625x48.18 
8x4.125 
inches; N/A 


1080p 


N/A 


3 HMDI; 2 
Component; 1 
S-Video; 1 RF 


1 audio 


\md 




Panasonic TH- 
58PZ800U 

MSRP: $3,699.99* 
SKU 8955455 


58 inches 


35.4x56.89x 
4.286 inches; 
128.1 
pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 2 
Composite; 2 S- 
Video; 1 RF; 1 PC 


N/A 


t^J 




Pioneer 
PDP-6020FD 

MSRP: $5,500* 
SKU 8867871 


60 inches 


34.5x57.7x 
3.7 inches; 
112 pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 1 
Component; 3 
Composite; 1 
S-Video; 1 PC; 
1 RF 


3 audio 


fc^J 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. **unless specified, this is without stand 
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Optical vs. Digital Zoom 



See The Difference 




The zoom lens is a wonderful tool. 
You can zoom out to capture a 
wide-angle landscape or zoom in 
and use the camera's telephoto capabili- 
ties to bring a distant subject even closer. 
When shopping for a point-and-shoot 
camera (as opposed to a D-SLR), you'll 
notice that each camera features an op- 
tical zoom and a digital zoom. Before you 
get too enthusiastic about having the 
extra telephoto capabilities of a digital 
zoom, it's important to understand the 
difference between optical and digital 
zoom and how they affect image quality. 

For both examples, we will imagine 
that we're taking pictures with a 5MP 
camera that is set to capture images at 
the highest quality level. 

An optical zoom uses the camera's lens 
(optics) to magnify the view. When 



using only the optical zoom, the camera 
will capture an image file containing 
5MP of image information. Because only 
the camera's lens is used to capture the 
full amount of megapixels, your image 
will be sharper and smoother than 
when using a digital zoom. 

A digital zoom, which you can usually 
turn on or off in the camera's setup 
menu, engages when you've zoomed in 
as far as you can with the optical zoom. 
When looking at the camera's LCD or 
through the viewfinder, it appears that 
the camera is zooming in even more, 
but in reality, the camera has simply en- 
larged part of the image and cropped 
the rest. By cropping the image, the 
camera has discarded some of the im- 
age's pixels, leaving you with an image 
that contains far fewer pixels than one 
shot with an optical zoom. For example, 



using our previous 5MP camera, we take 
a picture that engages digital zoom. The 
camera crops out 2MP of image data so 
the image file now contains only 3MP 
of image data. Because we're using a 
5MP camera, however, the camera must 
produce an image with 5MP of data. In 
order to do this, the camera interpo- 
lates (invents) the missing pixels and 
adds them to the image file. The result- 
ing image is almost always softer than 
the original, and individual pixels may 
be visible when the picture is enlarged. 

So, when you're shopping for a digital 
camera, ignore the digital zoom specifica- 
tions. And, for the best image quality and 
ability to make larger prints, use only the 
optical zoom when shooting. E3 

by Theano Nikitas 
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Make The Connection 

Digital Camcorder Cables & Ports 




s nice as the LCD on most digital cam- 
corders is, the tiny screen isn't ideal for 
showing off the best costumes at your big 
Halloween bash to friends. If you really want 
to give those deluxe Batman and wicked 
witch costumes proper due, you're going to 
play the video on a TV or PC. To help you 
hook up your digital camcorder to a TV and copy the video to 
a PC, we'll cover the types of ports available on digital cam- 
corders and what they are used for. 

Viewing On A TV 

Generally, digital camcorders connect to your TV using the 
same types of cables as your home-theater equipment. BD 
(Blu-ray Disc) players and other high-definition equipment 
and most HD camcorders feature an HDMI port, which de- 
livers uncompressed digital video and audio, to provide the 
highest-quality signals. Other HD and some SD (standard- 
definition) camcorders feature a Component output port via 
either three color-coded video ports or a single A/V terminal. 
Note that A/V terminals connect to your TV via an adapter 
cable that's typically included with your digital camcorder. 
The downside of Component connections (besides being 
rather bulky) is that they carry analog signals and must be 
converted to HD — which can degrade picture and audio 
quality. For compatibility with SD TVs, most digital cam- 
corders also offer an S-Video or Composite port. Neither 
supports HD signals, so using S-Video or Composite connec- 
tions won't look as nice as HDMI or Component connections 
on an HDTV. If your TV has a USB port integrated into the 
TV, you may also be able to hook up the camcorder via USB 
cable for playback. 



Multipurpose Connectors 

Rather than providing a host of A/V ports, some digital 
camcorders feature a single jack that accepts a variety 
of connection types. This single output uses the cam- 
corder's proprietary connectors to hook up the TV via 
Component, S-Video, or Composite connections. • 




Transfer Video On Your PC 

If you want to email video footage, upload video to the Web, 
or archive a digital copy of your video, you'll need to connect 
your digital camcorder to your PC. Most current digital cam- 
corders provide a USB port for PC connectivity. Camcorders 
without a USB port likely feature a FireWire port (also known 
as IEEE 1394), and because FireWire ports aren't standard on 
all PCs, you may need to install a FireWire adapter card to sup- 
port the footage transfer. If your digital camcorder records 
video to a DVD or hard drive, you can simply copy the files 
onto your PC, while tape-based camcorders require you to 
play and capture the footage with video software. 

Your digital camcorder may also include a docking station. 
Docking stations are convenient because you won't have to 
attach and detach cables each time you want to hook up the 
camcorder to your PC. Some docking stations can also con- 
nected to your TV for direct playback. ID 

by Nathan Lake 
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digital imaging 



THINGS TO KNOW 




Photo Printers 



Features 

QWhat distinguishes a photo printer from a 
regular printer? 

Photo printers are capable of creating lab-quality or near 

lab-quality prints of your digital images. A regular printer 

lacks the technology to produce the high-quality photo prints. 



Q 



What are the benefits of photo printers that use 
archival ink? 



Some photo inks may fade under light, or the ink may 
run when exposed to moisture. Long-lasting archival 
inks resist weathering caused by light and moisture. 



Q 



What are the advantages of integrated memory 
card slots? 

You can insert the memory card from your digital camera 
directly into the photo printer and print right away. 



Q 

A 



What are the benefits of a photo printer with an LCD? 

The LCD allows you to view and edit the photos stored on 
a memory card, so you can use the printer without a PC. 



Q 



Terminology 



What is dpi (dots per inch)? 



DPI indicates the level of detail a printer can render, such 
as 1,200 x 1,200 dpi. Higher numbers are better, but "na- 
tive" or "hardware" dpi ratings are more accurate. 



Q 



What does ppm stand for? 

To indicate a printer's speed, a manufacturer issues a 
rating measured in ppm (pages per minute). 



Q 



What is borderless printing? 

Many printers can print photos right up to the edges of 
the paper, leaving no white border around the image. 



Q 



What is a picoliter? 



This is a tiny droplet of ink, about a trillionth of a liter in 
volume. The smaller the droplets in picoliters a printer 
can make, the finer its detail. 




digital imaging 



Q 



Accessories 



How can I find the right ink cartridges for my printer? 



Most ink cartridges have a model number printed on 
them. Otherwise, check your users manual for compat- 
ible cartridges or check with a retail associate for assistance. 



Q 



Do I need to buy name-brand ink cartridges? 



While off-brand ink cartridges typically cost less than 
name-brand cartridges, they may cost you in the long 
run. Print quality and longevity may suffer. 



Q 



A 



What should I do with my old ink cartridges? 

Some CE retailers offer recycling kiosks where you can 
drop off old inkjet cartridges for recycling. 



Q 



What power options are available for my portable 
photo printer? 



Some manufacturers offer car chargers or adapters that 
let you power the printer from the road. In addition, 
some printers will accept a battery for completely porta- 
ble power. 



Q 



Do photo printers come with cables? 



/In many cases, you'll need to buy a cable to connect a 
printer to your computer. Some manufacturers include 
these cables, but many do not. 



Q 



Paper 



Is buying photo printer paper worth the expense? 



Although it's more expensive than stock paper, you'll 
get more vibrant prints that will last longer and stand 
up better against smears, fading, and water damage. 



Q 



What sizes of photo paper are available? 



Common snapshot sizes are 4x6 and 5x7. Higher- 
quality and fine-art prints typically output to 8x10 
and 13x19 sizes. 



Q 



What sizes of paper can a photo printer handle? 



Small photo printers, for example, may max out at 4x6 
or 5x7 print sizes. Always check the printer's specifica- 
tions to determine exactly what paper sizes it can accept. 



Q 



Do I have to buy paper from my printer's 
manufacturer? 



No, but most manufacturers recommend using same- 
brand paper, as printers and ink are likely formulated to 
print to specific paper types for the best results. 



Q 



How long will photo printer paper last? 



Depending on the paper quality, glossy or matte finish, 
ink, how the photo is stored, and exposure to elements 
a print can last anywhere from 25 to more than 200 years. 




Know Your Options 

Cameras For Every Lifestyle 




you to check 
There, you'll fi 



napshots and home movies are a great way to preserve some of the fun 
memories we've created with family and friends. Choosing a device with 
which to capture those pictures and videos isn't always easy, however, 
due to the myriad of options available. To help you decide whether a 
camcorder, D-SLR, or compact camera will better suit your needs, we'll 
explore how each of these types of devices is designed to fit some lifestyles 
better than others. Once you've settled on a type of device, we encourage 
out the Digital Imaging Product Profile section starting on the next page, 
nd more information about the latest products in each category. 




Video Lovers 

Still pictures are great, but nothing 
helps you relive a memory quite like 
full-motion video. If video is your pri- 
mary goal, get a digital camcorder to 
capture birthday parties, first steps, and 
holiday gatherings. Of course, many 
digital cameras can capture video, as 
well, but a digital camcorder will pro- 
duce better quality video. What's more, 
video cameras can capture hours' worth 
of video, so you'll have your daughter's 



entire dance recital to enjoy for years to 
come. Although video is a digital cam- 
corder's strength, many models can also 
capture still pictures. 

Photo Enthusiasts 

D-SLR cameras are ideal for people who 
love photography and want to get the 
best pictures possible. While these 
cameras offer many manual settings for 
advanced photographers, they also 
offer numerous automatic settings and 



are easy for anyone to use. One key 
benefit of a D-SLR is its speed — there's 
virtually no shutter lag or delay — en- 
suring you'll never miss an expression 
or precious reaction. Another key fea- 
ture is the ability to change lenses and 
add flashes and other optional equip- 
ment. By adding a zoom lens, for in- 
stance, you'll be able to get close-up 
shots of the animals at the zoo even 
though the animals' enclosures keep 
you at a safe distance. 

On-The-Go Shutterbugs 

Photographic moments come at times 
when we least expect them. Whereas 
D-SLRs and digital video cameras are 
large enough that you probably won't 
want to carry them with you every- 
where you go, compact digital cameras 
are meant to be toted daily. After all, 
you can't capture a Kodak moment 
without a camera. A compact camera 
can easily slip into your pocket, purse, 
or briefcase, so you'll always have it with 
you. Many of today's compact cameras 
have numerous automatic shooting 
modes that adjust the camera's settings 
to give you the best shots possible. 

All Three 

Even though many digital cameras can 
capture video and vice-versa, some 
people prefer the extra features and 
options that result from multiple de- 
vices. If this describes you, but financ- 
es are limited, consider starting with 
one device and expanding as your 
lifestyle allows. B3 

by Jennifer Johnson 



28 October 2008 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



DIGITAL IMAGING 



Digital SLR 
Explore Photography 



Canon 




Canon EOS 50D 
DSLR 

MSRP: $1,599 

SKU: 9004418 (with 28-1 35mm f/3.5-5.6 IS 
USM lens) 

www.usa.canon.com 



Quick Overview 

Canon's new EOS 50D bridges the gap between 
the novice and the seasoned pro with a perfect 
combination of high-speed and quality. It fea- 
tures a 1 5.1 -megapixel CMOS sensor for 
tremendous images, new DICIC 4 Image 
Processor for fine detail and superior color re- 
production, improved ISO capabilities, and so 
many more amazing features. Experience true 
digital inspiration! 

Perfect For 

The advanced photographer with a passion for 
the art. Designed to offer extraordinary quality 
and image control. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 15.1 -Megapixel CMOS sensor with improved noise reduction, wide 
range ISO 100 to 3200 (expandable to 6400 and 12800) 14-bit conver- 
sion for smooth color tones and gradations 

• Next generation DIGIC 4 Image Processor for faster processing 

• 3.0-inch Clear View LCD with 920,000 dot resolution screen for better 
clarity and color and smudge-resistant protection 

• HDMI output to display crisp, clear images on an HDTV 

• Enhanced Live View shooting includes Face Detection Live mode 



Coolest Feature 

Awesome Live View Functionality with Face Detection technology, a 
DSLR first! Two live view functions viewed on a huge 3.0-inch Clearview, 
920,000 dot LCD for superior viewing clarity. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Canon 



Digital SLR 
Power Made Simple 




Canon EOS Rebel XS 

MSRP: $699.99 

SKU: 8929699 

www.usa.canon.com 



Quick Overview 

For perfect photos, fast and simple, there's 
nothing better than Canon's new EOS Rebel XS. 
It's a beginner's dream come true with simple, 
easy-to-use controls, a compact design, a 2.5- 
inch LCD monitor, and Live View Function. The 
Rebel XS has powerful features, including a 10.1- 
megapixel CMOS Sensor, Canon's DICIC III 
processor, fast shooting, and more. It's a digital 
powerhouse. 

Perfect For 

The budding photographer who is ready to 
make the jump from a point-and-shoot camera 
to a D-SLR that is easy to use. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Outstanding Image Quality: 10.1-megapixel CMOS sensor with DICIC 
III Image Processor 

• Auto Lighting Optimizer for highlight/shadow control and Picture 
Style settings for in-camera color, contrast, and sharpness control 

• EF-S 18-55 Image Stabilized kit lens 

• Canon's lightest and most compact EOS digital SLR to date 

• Excellent performance with 3fps continuous shooting and burst rate 
up to 514JPECs (until memory card is full) 

• Large 2.5-inch LCD monitor with Live View Function 

Coolest Feature 

Canon's optical image stabilization is custom designed for each lens for 
more effective correction to camera shake. This cannot be achieved by a 
one-size-fits-all stabilization unit found in other camera systems. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Canon 



Digital Camera 

Make Photography More Fun 




Canon PowerShot 
A1000IS 

MSRP:$199 

SKU: 8965621 

www.usa.canon.com 



Quick Overview 

You'll quickly discover that the easiest way to 
capture a great image is to simply "point" and 
"shoot." The Canon PowerShot A1000 IS does 
just that. This feature-friendly digital camera 
makes taking great pictures easy! The new slim 
design allows you to take this camera anywhere. 
The A1000 is full of features including 10MP, 4X 
optical zoom, and Optical Image Stabilizer 
Technology for sharp images, to name a few. 

Perfect For 

Those who want a slim, easy-to-use camera 
with amazing photo capabilities at an 
affordable price. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 10MP resolution makes it a breeze to print large size images with clarity 
and detail 

• New slim design with a 4X optical zoom 

• Optical Image Stabilizer reduces blur from camera shake 
> 2.5" LCD and optical view finder for convenient shooting 

• DIGIC III Image Processor with Genuine Canon Face Detection and 
Motion Detection Technology to ensure the picture perfect shot every 
time 

• Easy mode for peace of mind simplified shooting and playback opera- 
tion 

Coolest Feature 

Motion Detection Technology automatically reduces blur by calculating 
subject movement and selecting ideal ISO settings. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Canon 



Digital Camera 

High Value. High Performance. 




Canon PowerShot 
SX110IS 

MSRP: $279 

SKU: 8965738 

www.usa.canon.com 



Quick Overview 

Canon's PowerShot SX1 10 IS will inspire you 
with its phenomenal 10X Optical Zoom . . . and 
so much more. The camera's Optical Image 
Stabilizer offers shake-free shooting. Plus, the 
DICIC III Image Processor with advanced Face 
Detection, Face Selector Button and Red-eye 
Correction assure superb results every time. The 
large Mode Dial lets you select Scene Modes or 
full manual control effortlessly. 

Perfect For 

Those who crave ultra-zoom and outstanding 
features in a compact camera that is easy to 
use. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Compact ultra-zoom 9-Megapixel digital camera 

• Zoom in for sharp, steady close-ups with the 10X Optical Zoom lens 

• Optical Image Stabilizer reduces blur from camera shake 

• DIGIC III Image Processor with Genuine Canon Face Detection 
Technology sets the focus, exposure, flash, and white balance 
automatically so you always capture the perfect face 

• Easy mode and Easy Playback mode for simplified operation 

• AA batteries for power anywhere 

• LP Movie Mode for longer movie recording 

Coolest Feature 

Take your camera everywhere with this new slim design and large, bright 
3.0-inch LCD. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Canon 



HD Camcorder 

Shoot. Capture. See. Be HD. 




Canon VIXIAHF11 
Dual Flash Memory 
Camcorder 

MSRP: $1199.00 

SKU: 8917069 

www.usa.canon.com/camcorder 



Quick Overview 

From Canon's outstanding history of optical 
excellence comes the VIXIA HF11 Dual 
Flash Memory Camcorder. It offers greater 
internal storage capacity, enhanced HD image 
quality and added versatility for preserving life's 
most precious moments. The VIXIA HF1 1 
allows you to record up to 12 hours of HD 
video directly to a 32CB internal Flash Drive or 
a removable SDHC memory card. 

Perfect For 

Those who want stunning HD image quality in 
a sleek and compact camcorder that you can 
carry anywhere. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Dual Flash Memory allows you to record to a 32GB internal Flash drive 
or SDHC memory card 

• Genuine Canon12X HD Video Lens delivers unsurpassed image quality 

• Canon 3.3 Megapixel Full HD CMOS Image Sensor 

• DIGIC DV II Image Processor for stunning color and clarity 

• 1920 x 1080 Full HD Recording offers outstanding detail for your HDTV 

• SuperRange Optical Image Stabilizer stabilizes a wide range of 
movements for steady video and photos 

• Instant AF for fast, accurate autofocus required for HD 

• 24Mbps Recording delivers exceptional lifelike tone and detail 

Coolest Feature 

Photo Grab allows you to capture crisp 1920 x 1080 still images from your 
recorded video. Ideal for posting and sharing. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Canon 



HD Camcorder 

Shoot. Capture. See. Be HD. 




Canon VIXIA HG20 
Hard Disk Drive 
Camcorder 

MSRP: $949.00 

SKU: 8916925 

www.usa.canon.com/camcorder 



Quick Overview 

From Canon's outstanding history of optical 
excellence comes the VIXIA HG20 Hard Disk 
Drive Camcorder. The VIXIA HC20 allows you 
to record up to 22 hours of HD video directly to 
a 60GB Hard Disk Drive or a removable SDHC 
memory card. Canon raises the bar of HD image 
quality by offering 24Mbps recording. 24Mbps 
recording provides enhanced detail, finer tonal 
gradation, and improved reproduction of 
moving subjects. 

Perfect For 

Those looking for long recording time and 
exceptional HD image quality. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 60 GB Hard Disk Drive allows you to record up to 22 hours of crisp HD 
video 

• Genuine Canon 12X HD Video Lens delivers unsurpassed image quality 

• Canon 3.3 Megapixel Full HD CMOS Image Sensor 

• Canon DIGIC DV II Image Processor for stunning color and clarity 

• 1920 x 1080 Full HD Recording offers outstanding detail for your HDTV 

• SuperRange Optical Image Stabilizer stabilizes a wide range of move- 
ments for steady video and photos 

• Instant AF for fast, accurate autofocus required for HD 

• 24Mbps Recording delivers exceptional lifelike tone and detail 

Coolest Feature 

Dual recording capability allows you to record stunning HD video to the 
internal Hard Disk Drive or a removable SDHC memory card. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



OLYMPUS 



Digital Camera 

Get Up Close & Personal With 5x Optical Zoom 




• CZI3 / 
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< 



Olympus FE-370 




MSRP: $199.99 

SKU: 8959978 (silver) 
8959941 (pink) 

www.olympusamerica.com 



Quick Overview 

The FE-370 from Olympus packs amazing photo 
technology and a 5x optical zoom into a slim, all- 
metal body, bringing you hassle-free performance 
and sharp image quality at a great price. This 8MP 
compact camera's 2.7-inch high-resolution LCD 
provides an extra-large view, enabling you to 
compose shots with ease. With Dual Image 
Stabilization, Face Detection, Intelligent Auto, 
and 20 easy-to-use Shooting Modes, you will cap- 
ture the perfect picture in any situation. 

Perfect For 

With its sleek, metal design and portable size, 
the FE-370 is perfect for users on the go. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Olympus' ultra-compact, precision-crafted 5x optical zoom lens gets 
you 60% closer to the action than a 3x zoom 

• Dual Image Stabilization, the 2-in-1 anti-blur solution, keeps your shot 
steady by compensating for camera shake and freezes the action with 
high ISO and fast shutter speeds for crisp, clear images in any situation 

• Face Detection tracks up to 16 faces and automatically focuses and op- 
timizes exposure for sharp, brilliant portrait pictures 

• Smile Shot detects a smile on your subject's face and automatically fires 
off three consecutive shots, so you never miss a perfect smile 

Coolest Feature 

Intelligent Auto automatically identifies the scene you're shooting — por- 
trait, landscape, night portrait, macro, or sports — and adjusts the settings 
for ideal results. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 



FirstGlimpse 



36 October 2008 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



DIGITAL IMAGING 



Digital Camera 

Discover A Wider Perspective! 



FUJ5FILM 





Fujifilm FinePix J150W 

MSRP: $199.95 

SKU: 8942442 

www.fujifilmusa.com/digitalcameras 



Quick Overview 

The FinePix J150W has 10 Megapixels, a 5x 
wide-angle zoom and a 3.0" LCD for a great price. 
Easy to use with an intuitive user menu. With ad- 
vanced features like Picture Stabilization, Face 
Detection with Auto Red-Eye correction, and 
other helpful features, the slim, compact, metal 
chassis J150VV is the perfect choice. 

Perfect For 

TheJ150W is perfect for anyone who wants a slim, 
affordable, easy-to-use digital camera without sacri- 
ficing features, style, or image quality. A Wide Angle 
(28mm) lens, a 3.0" LCD, Face Detection and other 
advanced features make the J150W a great value. 



Outstanding Benefits 

10-megapixel power for high-resolution images 

5X wide-angle optical zoom (28mm-140mm equivalent) 

Extra-large, high-resolution 3-inch LCD 

Picture Stabilization prevents blurry images 

Face Detection with Auto Red-Eye correction finds up to 10 faces 

Movie Mode with sound captures video at 30fps 

Up to ISO 1600, Li-ion Rechargeable Battery, and uses SD/SD-HC media 

Coolest Feature 

Red-eye can ruin a beautiful picture. Fujifilm's Face Detection finds up to 
10 faces and sets focus, exposure and white balance for sharp, clear, beau- 
tiful pictures. With Automatic Red-Eye Correction, each detected face is 
checked for red eyes and corrected if found. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Digital Camera 
Shoot Like The Pros 



Nikon 

At the heart ef the image ... 




Nikon Coolpix P80 

MSRP: $399.99 

SKU: 8791097 

www.nikonusa.com 



Quick Overview 

Nikon has incorporated its user-friendly 
Imaging Innovations into the Coolpix P80, a 
camera that's designed to make great photog- 
raphy results easier than ever before. With an 
integrated 10.1 -megapixel CCD image sensor 
with Nikon's innovative Expeed™ digital image 
processing concept and an 18X optical zoom 
Nikkor lens, the P80 is a high-performance 
camera that won't disappoint. 

Perfect For 

The camera enthusiast who wants a compact 
camera that will make seemingly impossible 
shots picture perfect. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 10.1-megapixel CCD captures high-resolution images 

• 18X optical and 10X digital zoom with a wide-angle Nikkor glass lens 

• Large 2.7-inch 230,000-pixel LCD with antireflection coating and wide 
viewing angle 

• New Expeed Image Processor ensures stunning photo results with true- 
to-life color and sharpness 

• Program, Shutter-Priority, Aperture-Priority, and Manual Exposure 
modes give you ultimate control over your pictures 

• Sports Continuous Scene mode allows you to capture images up to 
13fps, up to 30 frames, keeping you ahead of fast-moving subjects 

Coolest Feature 

With a light sensitivity range up to ISO 6400, users can keep shooting 
photos that are more natural-looking, even in low-light settings. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Digital Camera 

No Need To Fumble With Buttons 



Nikon 

M the heart of the image ■ 





Nikon Coolpix S60 

MSRP: $349.95 

SKU: 8975157 

www.nikonusa.com 



Quick Overview 

Representing the cutting edge of new tech- 
nology and stylish design, the Nikon Coolpix 
S60 introduces an entirely new, amazingly inno- 
vative 3.5-inch touchscreen interface that 
places shooting and playback controls at the 
user's fingertips. The camera's only "physical" 
buttons include the power and shutter release, 
leaving all the camera functions to the touch- 
screen. 



Perfect For 

Those who want a camera that offers superb 
image results but with a unique touchscreen 
capability. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 10-megapixel camera resolution for detailed images 

• 5X optical zoom Nikkor glass lens 

• New Expeed Image Processing ensures high-quality pictures with stun- 
ning color and sharpness 

• Optical VR Image Stabilization compensates for camera shake to pro- 
duce clear, sharp photo results in low-light or unsteady conditions 

• Smile Shutter and Blink Warning makes sure you'll always catch the de- 
cisive moment of your photo subject 

• Compatible with SD/SDHC memory cards 

Coolest Feature 

The S60's Retouch Function allows you to paint a frame, add hand- 
written memos in five different pen colors and thicknesses, or attach 
stamps to photos via the camera's touchscreen and included stylus. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 



FirstGHmpse 



First Glimpse / October 2008 39 



digital imaging 

Digital 
Camcorders 

5 Must- Have Accessories 

Prices for digital camcorders continue to fall as picture quality increases, which is es- 
pecially good news for first-time camcorder buyers. As a first-time buyer, you may 
not have a good idea of what else to include in your camcorder budget. Here are a 
few accessories we consider must-haves. B3 



BY Theano Nikitas 



D 



5 

- ^ JVC 



f B 



A bag protects your camcorder from potential hard 

knocks. Whether you have tons of DV gear or only the 

minimum, a camera bag or case is probably one of the 

most important investments you'll make. Obviously, a 
well-padded bag (or a hard case if you need to check your 
equipment when flying or are taking your gear out on a boat) will protect your 
camera from knocks and short drops. At the same time, a camera bag can serve as 
a home for your DV gear; stow all your equipment and accessories in the bag, and 
you won't have to turn the house upside down to find that cable or extra DV tape. 



B 



UV filters are an inexpensive way to keep your lens scratch-free. If your cam- 
corder has a threaded lens, you might want to invest in a UV (ultraviolet) 
filter. Some people use a UV filter to protect the lens from scratches, as well 
as dirt, sand, and other outdoor photo hazards, because it's much 

Oless expensive to replace a filter than a lens or camera. And, be- 
cause the filter cuts down on UV light, you'll get clearer and 
more-detailed footage when you're shooting in high-UV condi- 
tions, such as in the mountains, so those great landscape shots 
will look even more impressive. 



s 



A tripod holds your camcorder steady, so guests don't get sick when they 
watch your vacation video. You may have smooth moves on the dance floor, 
but can any of us really say that we can hold a camcorder as steadily as we'd 
like to? Probably not. That's where a tripod comes in. A tripod that's sturdy 
enough to hold the weight of the camcorder (check the specs) 
and equipped with a three-way pan/tilt head (the head is the 
part the camera is attached to) will allow you to smoothly pan 
the action as your daughter runs up the field to score her win- 
ning soccer goal or to follow the path of a bird from the tree up 
to the sky as it disappears from view. And, if you want a static, 
steady shot, just put the camera on the tripod, press record, 
and let it run — just make sure to place the camera and tripod 
out of harm's way, especially at parties and other group events. 




a 



Experiment with different 
lens adapters, such as wide- 
angle or telephoto. Digital 
camcorders usually have 
a much broader zoom range 
than digital still cameras, but if 
the zoom range isn't broad 
enough and your camcorder 
accepts accessory lenses, pick 
up a wide-angle or telephoto 
adapter lens. A wide-angle lens 
is great for tight spots, espe- 
cially when you're indoors at a 
party where you may be too 
close to your subjects to get 
the full view 
you'd like. A 
telephoto lens, 
of course, al- 
lows you to get 
closer to sub- 
jects that are 
far away, such as performers in 
a ring at the circus or in rugged 
terrain when you're searching 
out wildlife. 




@ 



Spare batteries ensure that 
you'll be able to continue 
shooting your son's base- 
ball game, even when it 
goes into extra innings. There 
are times when you'll want to 
shoot video in the best quality 
for a fairly continuous amount 
of time, which 
can drain the 
battery. Re- 
charging the 
battery takes 
time that you 
may not have. It's a good idea 
to have a fully charged back- 
up battery in your case so you 
don't miss any of the action — 
whether it's the grand finale of 
your daughter's piano recital; 
the final, exciting set of your 
son's varsity tennis match; or 
the last hour of your hike in 
Rocky Mountain National Park. 
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Which Point-&-Shoot Camera Is Best For You? 

f you're a little confused about the most important features in a digital camera, you're not alone. In this chart, we compare fea- 
tures from select digital cameras available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com), and we also explain what these features mean. 



Resolution; 
Optical zoom 



Shutter 
speed 



Memory 
card 



LCD size 



Battery 
life 



ISO 



Movie 
mode 



What It Means 



More pixels mean 
bigger and clearer 
prints; Moves the 
lens closer to your 
subject 



A faster shutter 
speed will let 
you snap ac- 
tion photos 
without blur 



Removable 
card that 
stores your 
photos in 
your camera 



The LCD is 
the display 
on the 
back of the 
camera 



Based on 
how many 
shots you 
can take on a 
single charge 



A higher ISO 
lets you take 
better pho- 
tos in low- 
light settings 



Lets you re- 
cord short 
video clips 
on your dig- 
ital camera 




Canon PowerShot 1 OM P; 4X 
A1000 IS 

MSRP:$199* 

SKU 8965621 ^m?^ 



15 to 

1/5,000 

second 



SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MMC 
Plus/HC 
MMC Plus 



2.5 inches 



N/A 



Auto; Manual 
80,100,200, 
400, 800, 
1600,3200 



Yes 




Fujifilm FinePix 
J150W 

MSRP: $199.95* 
SKU 8942442 



10MP;5X 



1/4 to 

1/2,000 

second 



SD/SDHC 



3 inches 



150 shots 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 64, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600,3200 



Yes 




_v.w 



Olympus 
FE-370 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 8959978 



8MP; 5X 



1/2 to 

1/2,000 

second 



xD-Picture 
Card 



2.7 inches 



200 shots 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 64, 100, 
200, 400, 800 
1600,3200 



Yes 




Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC-W120 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 8696164 



7.2MP;4X 



1/4 to 

1/1,600 

second 



Memory 
Stick PRO/ 
PRO Duo 



2.5 inches 



N/A 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 100, 200, 
400, 800, 
1600,3200 



Yes 




Canon PowerShot 9MP; 10X 
SX110IS 

MSRP: $279* 

SKU 8965738 ^«*^ 



15 to 

1/2,500 

second 



SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MMC 
plus/HC 
MMCplus 



3 inches 



N/A 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 80,100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600,3200 



Yes 




Kodak EasyShare 
Z1015IS 

MSRP: $299.95* 
SKU 8942415 



10MP;15X 



16 to 

1/1,000 

second 



SD/SDHC 



3 inches 



N/A 



Auto; Manual: 
80, 100, 200, 
400,800,1600, 
3200, 6400 



Yes 




Nikon 
Coolpix S60 

MSRP: $349.95* 
SKU 8975157 



10MP;5X 



N/A 



SD/SDHC 



3.5 inches 



140 shots 



Auto; 64, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600,3200 



Yes 




Nikon 
Coolpix P80 

MSRP: $399.95* 
SKU 8791097 



10.1MP:18X 



8 to 

1/2,000 

second 



SD/SDHC 



2.7 inches 



250 shots 



Auto; 64, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600,3200, 
6400 



Yes 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which D-SLR Is Best For You? 

As D-SLR prices keep coming down, more photographers are turning to them, both as a first camera and as a trade-up to 
something better. In this chart, we'll help you sort through some of the features and performance specs from select cameras 
available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 





Resolution 


LCD size 


ISO range 


Kit lens 


Burst speed 


Shutter speed 


What It Means 


Image sensor 


Diagonal mea- 


A higher ISO 


Standard lens 


Frames per 


The wider the 




in megapixels; 


sure of dis- 


range will let 


bundled with 


second (fps) 


range, the greater 




more means a 


play on back 


you take better 


the camera 


you can shoot 


the gamut of 




bigger image 


of camera 


photos in low- 
light situations 


body 


while in burst 
mode 


long exposures 
to frozen action 


^=4^^ Nikon D60 


10.2MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 1600 


18-55mmf/3.5- 


3fps up to 


30 to 1/4,000 


F| MSRP: $699.95* 








5.6G VR Image 


100 shots 


seconds 


S+ II SKU 8721733 








Stabilization 
Nikkor lens 






Canon EOS Rebel XS 


10.5MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 1600 


EF-S 18- 


3fps up to 


30 to 1/4,000 


4fl4^fe MSRP: $699.99* 








55mm f/3.5- 


514 shots or 


seconds 


SKU 8929699 ^ 


^P 






5.6 


to card ca- 
pacity 




^-^ Olympus Evolt 


10MP 


2.7 inches 


100 to 1600 


14-42mm 


3.5fps 


60 to 1/4,000 


f/rxl E " 520 








f/3.5-5.6 




seconds 


MSRP: $699.99* 








Zuiko lens 






^^^^ SKU 8928958 














-jQTi^mt ^ on y Alpha 


14.2MP 


2.7 inches 


100 to 3200 


DT18- 


2.5fps 


30 to 1/4,000 


B DSLR-A350 








70mm f/3.5- 


to card 


seconds 


1 P MSRP: $899.99* 








5.6 


capacity 




^^r SKU 8781277 














^jj^H^, Panasonic Lumix 


10.1MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 1600 


LEICA D 


3fps 


60 to 1/4,000 


DMC-L10K 








VARIO-ELMAR 


to card 


seconds 


MSRP: $1,299.99* 








14-S0mmf/3.8- 


capacity 




SKU 8815464 








5.6 






^^^ Canon EOS SOD 


15.1 MP 


3 inches 


100 to 6400 


EF28- 


6.3fps 


1/60 to 


B MSRP: $1599* 








135mm 




1/8,000 sec- 


SKU 9004418 


pr 






f/3.5-5.6 IS 
USM 




onds 


jjp|^ Olympus E-3 


10.1MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 3200 


N/A (body 


5fps to card 


60 to 1/8,000 


M M MSRP: $1,699* 








only) 


capacity 


seconds 


SKU 8682776 














jSt Nikon D700 


12.1MP 


3 inches 


200 to 6400 


N/A (body 


5fps 


30 to 1/8,000 


''M/*j k| MSRP: $2,999.99* 








only) 




seconds 


SKU 8928985 















*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Digital Camcorder Is Best For You? 

Digital camcorders come in a number of formats: DVD, hard drive, flash drive, MiniDV, and high definition are the most 
common. By comparing the following digital camcorders available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com), you can determine which 
format and product best fit your style. 



LCD size 



Optical zoom; 
Digital zoom 



Recording 
speeds 



Memory 
card 



Digital still 
resolution 



Lines of 
resolution 



What It Means 



Diagonal length 
of viewing 
screen 



Two methods 
for magnifying 
depth of field; 
optical zoom is 
better 



The speeds a 
particular cam- 
corder can uti- 
lize during 
recording 



Compatible 
flash card types 
(cards not in- 
cluded unless 
noted) 



The number of 
megapixels 
the camcorder 
can capture in 
still images 



Number of lines 
of horizontal reso- 
lution; the higher 
the number, the 
greater the detail 




Panasonic 
PV-GS90 

MSRP: $279.95* 
SKU 8671528 



2.7 inches 



42X; 2,000X 



SP/LP 



N/A 



N/A 



N/A 




Panasonic 
VDR-D50 

MSRP: $349.95* 
SKU 8673269 



2.7 inches 



42X; 2,000X 



XP/SP/LP 



SD/SDHC 



0.3MP 



500 



> 



Samsung 
SC-MX20 

MSRP: $299* 
SKU 8907365 



2.7 inches 



34X; 1,200X 



N/A 



SD/SDHC 



N/A 



N/A 



O 



Canon FS100 

MSRP: $399* 
SKU 8732598 



2.7 inches 



37X; 2,000X 



XP/SP/LP 



SD/SDHC 



0.8MP 



N/A 



T3 
O 




JVC GZ-MG730 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 8883835 



2.7 inches 



10X;300X 



ULTRA 
FINE/FINE/ 
NORM/ 
ECO 



microSD/ 
microSDHC 



7MP 



N/A 



c 
O 



(D 

o 

x: 
D) 




Canon VIXIA 
HG20 

MSRP: $949* 
SKU 8916925 



2.7 inches 



12X;200X 



LP/SP/XP+/ 
FXP/MXP 



SD/SDHC 



2.76MP 



N/A 



Sony HDR-CX12 

MSRP: $899.99* 
SKU 8894388 



2.7 inches 



12X;150X 



FH/HQ/SP/ 
LP 



Memory 
Stick PRO 
Duo 



10.2MP 



1,080 



to 
O 



Canon VIXIA 
HF11 

MSRP: $1,199* 
SKU 8917069 



2.7 inches 



12X;200X 



LP/SP/ 
XP+/ FXP/ 
MXP 



SD/SDHC 



2.76MP 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



N/A 



First Glimpse / October 2 



43 



Everything Audio 

Audio Devices & Accessories For Any Occasion 




ithout music, life would be a mis- 
take." No argument here with those 
words from one Friedrich Nietzsche. 
What is a mistake is not properly 
matching the audio devices that 
output that music to your lifestyle. Whether buying a 
DAP (digital audio player) to liven up your workouts, 
an HTB (home theater in a box) to enhance DVD 
movie watching, a Bluetooth headset to augment mo- 
bile phone use, or a six-string to start a garage band, 
the right equipment is out there to provide your per- 
sonalized soundtrack. The following articles will help 
hit all the right audio notes. 

Tunes To Go 

Whether you want to tote just enough music for a five- 
mile run or your entire digital library, a lightweight flash 
memory or larger hard drive-based DAP can do the job 
with storage sizes ranging from 1CB to 160CB. Most DAPs also 
play back video, including home and Hollywood movies, while 
others integrate Wi-Fi and Bluetooth for wirelessly streaming 
tunes from a home network, downloading tracks from an on- 
line music service, or syncing with wireless headphones. 
Further, with more download music services now selling 
tracks free of DRM (digital rights management) as MP3 files, 
DAPs are compatible with more services than ever. For more 
on DAPs, see the "Which MP3 Player Is Best For You?" com- 
parison chart on page 81. 

Speaking Speakers 

Audiophiles insist nothing beats constructing a home-theater 
system by separately purchasing a subwoofer, receiver, 
turntable, CD/DVD player, speakers, and cable and wires your- 
self. Pragmatics counter that an HTB that includes everything 
needed in one package to output 5.1 or 7.1 surround sound 
greatly simplifies the decision-making process while offering 
comparable audio quality. Both methods have pros and cons, 
as we detail in "Sound Off" on page 48. Whatever route you 
choose, you'll encounter various connection and cable and 
wire types that differ in quality. To discern these differences, 
see "The Ins & Outs" on page 45. 




Heady Stuff 



Whether you want to block out ambient sound on a noisy 
plane ride, keep the roar of a late-night Halo session to a min- 
imum, or prevent The Police's "Live In Concert" DVD from rat- 
tling the windows, a pair of headphones is essential audio gear. 
Models with noise-isolating or noise-canceling abilities are 
ideal for commuters and office workers seeking to tune out 
surrounding distractions. Various models with Bluetooth inte- 
grated, meanwhile, produce stereo sound and can free you 
from the confines of wires. For more on the style and features 
best for you, see "A Perfect Pair" on page 47. 

And The Band Played On 

For musicians and nonplayers alike, there are devices to make 
new music and bring old music back to life, be it tinkling the 
keys of an electronic keyboard, strumming an acoustic or elec- 
tric guitar, pounding an electronic drum kit, mixing beats on 
home recording equipment, stepping up to a karaoke mic, or 
dropping the needle of a USB-based turntable on an album to 
convert songs to MP3 files. IS 

by Blaine Flamig 
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The Ins & Outs 

Know Your Home-Theater Audio Connections 




ig HDTVs look great, but it 

takes adding a competent 

surround-sound system to 

turn your living room into a 

home theater. The wires 
and connectors that tie your various 
audio/video components, both new and old, 
into your receiver come in a range of shapes 
and capabilities. Read on for sound advice on 
audio connections and which ones to use to 
get the most out of your spanking new setup. 

Analog Audio 

You've probably been conditioned to favor 
digital over analog in all things electronic, but 
the quality of an audio signal depends less on 
signal format and more on the quality of the 
components generating and receiving the sig- 
nals. Analog devices can suffer from audible 
static in instances of high electromagnetic in- 
terference from other components and de- 
vices. But because our ears are analog devices, 
analog audio doesn't need to be converted to be heard. The 
analog connection types you're likely to encounter are RCA 
stereo, RCA multichannel connectors, and phone plugs. 

RCA stereo. RCA (Radio Company of America) stereo connec- 
tors and cables generally refer to the white and red color- 
coded ports and plugs that handle stereo analog audio signals. 
RCA stereo plugs deliver fairly good sound quality. RCA stereo 
plugs are generally found in components such as VCRs, TiVos, 
turntables, tape decks, as well as TVs, home-theater receivers, 
and DVD players. 

Because RCA simply refers to the plug type, some home-the- 
ater receivers and speaker systems sport multiple color-coded 
RCA audio ports, which can handle multichannel audio sig- 
nals. Because the signals remain analog throughout transmis- 
sion, they need to remain distinct from the source to the 
speaker. As you can imagine, a 7.1 -channel audio system using 
RCA connectors will involve a lot of cabling. RCA plugs can 
also be adapted to use phone plugs. 




Phone plugs. The phone plug, sometimes called simply a head- 
phone plug or TRS (tip, ring, and sleeve) plug, is a common 
audio connector that carries analog stereo signals between 
numerous devices, especially portable electronics, such as 
MP3 players; CD players; musical instruments; and DVD 
players. Phone plugs come in 6.3mm (1/4-inch), 3.5mm (1/8- 
inch), and 2.5mm (3/32-inch) sizes and can be adapted to use 
RCA-style plugs. 

Multichannel PC audio commonly uses up to six color-coded 
phone plug ports to send discreet audio signals to up to 7.1- 
channel sound systems. In terms of quality, phone plugs and ca- 
bles are generally comparable to RCA stereo plugs and cables. 

Digital Audio 

You'd be hard pressed to tell the difference between multi- 
channel analog audio and multichannel digital audio, but 
most new home-theater components include a plethora of 
digital audio connections. Digital signals are composed of 
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Get The Best Audio Quality 



HDMI is generally the best audio/ 
video cable to use if the audio and video 
components all support it, as it is capable of 
handling any compressed or uncompressed 
audio signal available. 



Optical and coaxial audio deliver 
similar audio quality but don't support some 
high-resolution multichannel audio formats, 
such as SACD, DVD-A, Dolby TrueHD, 
and DTS-HD. 

RCA-style plugs and cables are ca- 
pable of carrying multichannel audio, but the 
cable clutter can get out of hand. 

Stereo RCA cables won't get you multi- 
channel audio, but for many of your older com- 
ponents, they're the only option. 



Best 
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ones and zeros and must be converted to analog signals to 
be heard, but because the signals are digitized, they can pass 
more audio information over a single cable. Digital signals 
can suffer from audio degradation when portions of the 
recording are lost or damaged during the transmission or 
conversion process. Digital connections you're likely to en- 
counter include HDMI (High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface), optical audio, and coaxial audio. 

HDMI. One of the best cables you can buy is HDMI, not neces- 
sarily because it is capable of better sound reproduction 
(though sound quality is very good), but rather because it fully 
complies with the HDCP (High-bandwidth Digital-Content 
Protection) scheme. HDCP can impact the video or audio re- 
sults of HD content if one or more of the components in your 
home-theater setup doesn't comply. HDMI is a single cable 
that can handle both HD video and multichannel or stereo 
audio signals, and it is typically more expensive than other ca- 
bles. Some early HDMI components featured an incomplete 
version of the standard, and as a result may not support all 
multichannel audio formats available. Current HDMI equip- 
ment doesn't suffer from this drawback, however. HDMI can 
be found in TVs, receivers, BD (Blu-ray Disc) players, DVD 
players, and some PC graphics cards and motherboards. 

Optical audio. Fiber-optic cables, known as optical 
or TOSLINK cables in the audio world, carry multichannel 



digital audio signals over a single cable using pulses of light 
generated by an LED. Most devices capable of multichannel 
digital audio support optical audio connectors and cables, 
including BD players, DVD players, gaming consoles, and re- 
ceivers. Drawbacks of optical audio include somewhat 
fragile cables that can't tolerate sharp bending. 

Coaxial audio. Coaxial refers to another single-cable multi- 
channel-capable digital audio interface that, in terms of sound 
quality, is very similar to optical audio. Coaxial audio connec- 
tors actually use an RCA-style plug, but the port is commonly 
orange colored. Coaxial cables are found on most compo- 
nents capable of multichannel sound, such as BD players, DVD 
players, gaming consoles, and receivers. 

What's The Best? 

Ideally, use the best audio connections your gear is capable of. 
Digital formats typically employ more compact cables, but 
analog formats don't require conversion at the receiver. If 
your audio system supports multiple multichannel audio stan- 
dards, let your ears be the judge of what sounds best. 13 

by Andrew Leibman 
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A Perfect Pair 

Headphones For Your Lifestyle 




he type of headphones you use to im- 
merse yourself in music or your favorite 
movie can enhance or weaken your 
overall experience. Here we'll help you 
sort through the various styles to find 
the headset that's best for you. 



Select Your Style 

You've probably seen or used earbuds before. These are 
the small earpieces that often come with MP3 players. 
Earbuds are a low-profile option, ideal for the casual lis- 
tener who, for instance, likes to listen to tunes while 
writing a paper. Earbuds sit just inside the opening of the 
ear; some fit snugly enough to stay put during a jog. For 
vigorous workouts, opt for a pair that clips onto your ears 
or has a behind-the-neck band. In-ear headphones extend 
into the ear canal, offering a seal against outside noises. 
They're also more secure than basic earbuds. If possible, 
try a pair before buying them to make sure you like the fit. 



Over-the-ear headphones are less invasive. These have a band 
that fits over your head, while the earpieces fit around or on 
top of your ear rather than inside it — a great choice for 
anyone planning to wear headphones for a movie marathon. 
You'll appreciate the cushions that come with over-the-ear 
headphones. This style can be bulky, but that's often because 
of extra features and high-quality speakers. For instance, the 
Razer Barracuda gaming headset is an over-the-ear pair of 




Share The Tunes 

MP3 player speaker docks offer an alternative to head- 
phones. Docks let you share your tunes through 
robust speakers while charging your player. You'll find 
everything from ultra-portable docks to high-wattage sys- 
tems designed to fill a room with music. For example, check 
out the the Altec Lansing inMotion Max ($199.95; www 
.alteclansing.com) on page 72. Always ensure a dock is com- 
patible with your MP3 player and look for extras such as a 
radio or alarm clock. With a dock, you can easily set the 
mood for a get-together with friends. 



headphones that offers 5.1-channel surround sound ($129.99; 
www.razerzone.com). 

There are two types of over-the-ear headphones: closed and 
open-air. Closed over-the-ear headphones close off your ear 
from outside sound. The cup of the headphones fits around 
your entire ear, so sound doesn't leak out. Open-air headphones, 
on the other hand, rest on the outside of your ear. While this lets 
audio escape, it also lets outside sounds in, which is ideal if, for 
instance, you need to be able to easily hear your children. 

Find Your Features 

Once you decide on a style, look for features. Two similarly 
named features are noise cancelation and isolation. Noise- 
isolation headphones block ambient noise. For instance, ear- 
buds may have an extra layer of soft plastic to seal the ear 
canal and prevent the intrusion of outside noises. Headphones 
with noise-cancelling capabilities use a technology that out- 
puts an equal and opposite signal to neutralize ambient noise. 

No matter what style and features you choose, comfort is key; if 
your headphones aren't comfy, you simply won't use them. IS 

by Tara Simmons 
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Sound Off 

Examining The Pros & Cons 
Of HTBs vs. Individual Components 




ou've got the big-screen HDTV, and now 
you want a surround-sound system that de- 
livers immersive, movie theater-like audio. 
When purchasing a home-theater audio 
system, you have two options: select the 
components a la carte or invest in an HTB (home theater in a 
box) that comes with all the required components. Each ap- 
proach offers distinct advantages and disadvantages, so we'll 
outline the pros and cons to help you determine which op- 
tion is best for you. 

The Components 

Although there are a number of speaker configurations avail- 
able, 5.1 surround sound is currently the most popular for 



both HTB and piecemeal systems. In terms of speakers, a 5.1- 
channel system consists of five speakers — a center speaker, 
two front speakers, and two surround speakers — as well as the 
"point one" subwoofer. The center speaker generates nearly all 
of the dialogue, and the front speakers deliver the majority of 
the musical soundtrack and sound effects. The surround 
speakers typically supply audio for action that occurs behind a 
character as well as environmental sound effects. The sub- 
woofer produces deep bass effects, such as explosions, that 
you can feel and hear. 6.1- and 7.1-channel configurations, 
which add one or two surround speakers to the mix, as well as 
2.1 systems (two front speakers and a subwoofer) are also 
available. Finally, you'll need a receiver to decode the sound- 
track from your DVD or BD (Blu-ray Disc) player, digital cable 
box, or gaming system. 
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Pros Of HTBs 

HTBs include a receiver and a set of speakers that match the 
number of channels the receiver can decode. Because all the 
necessary components are included, you don't have to worry 
about selecting a set of matching speakers or a compatible re- 
ceiver. For instance, speakers from different manufacturers 
may have different tonal qualities and produce audio that 
seems disjointed as it travels between diverse brands of 
speakers. With an HTB, you also won't need to figure out if the 
receiver supports the number of speakers in your system, such 
as 5.1, 6.1, or 7.1. 

Many HTBs integrate a DVD or BD player into the receiver, 
which may be convenient if you want to upgrade your current 
DVD player. Generally, an HTB includes all the cables you'll 
need, and many models are color-coded to make hooking it 
up a breeze. To reduce clutter, most HTBs come with a uni- 
versal remote that controls — at least — your TV, DVD player, 
and receiver. In short, HTBs reduce the complexity of research, 
setup, and control for home-theater audio while still pro- 
viding you immersive surround sound. 

Pros Of Individual Components 

If you choose to assemble your own sound system, you are 
free to choose a style and performance level that best suits 
your needs. For instance, you have a choice between floor- 
standing, bookshelf, wall-mounted, and in-wall speakers, 
which allows you to tailor the speaker type and design to the 
interior decor of your home. With an HTB, you are limited to 
one style of speakers, and most HTBs are only available in 
basic black. 

A system of hand-picked components will typically sound 
better than a similarly priced HTB because the build quality of 
separately sold speakers is often higher than the speakers in an 
HTB. Besides style flexibility, separate components also offer a 
wider range of hardware compatibility than HTBs. For in- 
stance, if your surround speakers don't fit with the room or 
get blown out, you can switch to another set of speakers. 
HTBs often feature proprietary connectors and a limited 
number of inputs and outputs, so an HTB may not be as 
adaptable to your future needs. 

Selecting The Hardware 

When it comes to speakers, the center speaker is the star of 
the show; it delivers about 50% of surround-sound audio. 
Small rooms (less than 200 square feet) can get away with 
using a center channel speaker between $200 and $400, while 
larger rooms (200 to 400 square feet) may require the power 



Wireless Speakers 

Hiding the speaker cable running to your surround 
speakers can be a taxing chore. Rather than routing 
cable along or inside a wall, you can invest in a pair of 
wireless speakers or wireless receivers that connect to your 
sound system and surround 
speakers. Wireless 
speakers are particu- 
larly handy if you 
have a large entertain- 
ment room. We 
should note that 
wireless speakers 
may produce pops, 
static, or hiss be- 
cause of interfer- 
ence from other 
electronics that 
use the 2.4GHz 
frequency, such as 
your wireless net- 
work, cordless 
phone, or mi- 
crowave. Stop by your 
local electronics store to determine whether or not wire- 
less speakers are suitable for your home-theater setup. 




found in more expensive models. Expect to pay as much for 
the center speaker as a pair of front speakers. 

Many HTBs and speaker sets offer four identical satellites for 
the front and surround speakers, but you can mix and match 
floorstanding and bookshelf speakers to blend the compo- 
nents with the room. Lower-end bookshelf speakers work 
well in small rooms, and in-wall or flat-panel surround 
speakers (priced between $500 to $1,000) are ideal for big 
home-theater areas. 

In terms of the subwoofer, you'll want one that's powered 
(power provided by wall outlet, not the receiver), and the 
larger, the better. Typically, 8- to 10-inch subwoofers cost be- 
tween $100 and $400, and 12-inch subwoofers run around 
$500 to $1,000. Generally, a receiver will run between $200 
and $1,000, depending on the number of compatible speakers, 
surround-sound formats, and wattage it supports. HTBs range 
in price from $100 all the way up to $4,000, so you can pick a 
performance level that matches your budget. IS 

by Nathan Lake 
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You're Free To 
Talk With VoIP 

PC & Mobile Calling On The Cheap 



@ven if you're not sure what 
VoIP (Voice over Internet 
Protocol) means, you've 
probably seen the term 
floated about touting its 
benefits, of which there 
are many worth exploring. 
Millions of people are using VoIP. In this 
article, we'll explain why. 

Have Internet, Will Travel 

VoIP involves using the Internet's ex- 
isting infrastructure to place phone 
calls. Rather than sending analog data 
over traditional phone lines, VoIP in- 
volves sending voice data digitally from 
PC to PC, PC to phone, or phone to 
phone using the Internet Protocol. 
More important to most users is the 
money VoIP saves in long-distance 
calls. A free account with Skype (www 
.skype.com), for example, includes free 
global long-distance PC-to-PC calls to 
other Skype users. 

Making a PC-to-PC VoIP call usually in- 
volves using a service's software, often 
called a softphone. The only hardware 
requirements are a broadband connec- 
tion, microphone, and speakers or 
headset. Analog telephone adapters, 
meanwhile, enable normal landline 
phones to make/receive VoIP calls, 
while IP handsets integrate the ability 
into the phone. Elsewhere, VoIP hand- 
sets that connect to a PC via a USB port 
or sound card resemble traditional 
phones while omitting the need for 
speakers and a microphone. Away from 



the PC, wireless VoIP abilities for mobile 
phone and laptop use are available via 
such technologies as VoWiFi (Voice 
over WiFi) and Vo3G (Voice over 3C). 

Unlike PC-to-PC calls, VoIP PC-to-phone 
and phone-to-phone calls typically re- 
quire paying a monthly or flat fee, 
though both options are still usually 
cheaper than standard long-distance 
calls. For example, many services let 
members place local, national, and inter- 
national calls to landline and cell phones 
for a monthly or pay-as-you-go fee or 
use a variation of such an approach. 
Most services also let nonsubscribers call 
subscribers from a landline or cell phone 
for free or at a reduced fee. Additionally, 
most services have voicemail, faxing, 
contact support, video chats, caller ID, 
call waiting/forwarding/switching, con- 
ference calls, and other extras available. 

Some examples of VoIP accessories in- 
clude hardware that connects to a PC or 
notebook's USB port and lets you use 
any corded/cordless phone to make/ 
receive landline and VoIP calls. Other 
VoIP accessories give you a cordless 
handset, USB connection, and Blue- 
tooth headset to handle landline, VoIP, 
and mobile calls. Other possibilities in- 
clude kits from wireless phone providers 
that are made up of a phone adapter 
and one or more cordless handsets to 
use the provider's VoIP service in mul- 
tiple rooms. IS 

by Blaine Flamig 
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VoIP Ins & Outs 

Weather, bandwidth conges- 
tion, and substandard equip- 
ment can all negatively affect VoIP 
performance in terms of dropped 
calls, echoing, and static. Security 
is another concern. VoIP services 
you're considering should at the 
least encrypt PC-to-PC calls to pre- 
vent eavesdropping. Overall, the 
best advice for choosing a service 
is researching the landline-, VoIP-, 
and mobile-based features offered 
and monthly/subscription plans 
that best meet your needs. Besides 
Skype and Vonage, other available 
VoIP services include Yahoo! Mes- 
senger, Google Talk, Gizmo5, 
AT&T CallVantage, Lingo, and 
VoIPStunt. 
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To Store & Protect 

Storage Options That Meet Your Needs 




he information 
on your com- 
puter is priceless, 
and you need to 
protect it. There 
are a number of 
options available 
to store and protect your data. 
By examining your lifestyle and 
needs, you can determine what 
type of storage device will suit 
you best in terms of mobility, 
space, and data type. And if 
you upgrade your computer's 
hard drive, not only can you in- 
crease your PC's storage ca- 
pacity, you can also enhance its 
overall performance. 

Internal Hard Drives 

For the computer guru who loves to 
tinker under her computer's hood, up- 
grading her PCs internal hard drive to a 
higher-capacity model can provide more 
room for digital collections and com- 
puter games, with storage capacities that 
can reach into the terabyte range. 
Internal drives boast high read and write 
speeds, which make them a more effi- 
cient option than external models. 
Available connections for internal models 
include EIDE (Enhanced Integrated Drive 
Electronics), Ultra ATA (Advanced 
Technology Attachment), and SATA 
(Serial ATA). SATA will offer maximum 
transfer rates, but EIDE and Ultra ATA are 
compatible with older computers. 

External Hard Drives 

External hard drives, available in both 
desktop and portable designs, can offer 
up to 2TB of storage space. Desktop 




models are about the size of a thick text- 
book and often come with large capaci- 
ties and software programs that enable 
you to back up your entire computer. 
Portable models are typically about the 
size of your palm, so it's easy to tuck 
them away in the pocket of your laptop 
bag or briefcase, making them ideal for 
taking digital music, photo, and video 
collections on the go. Either option, how- 
ever, enables you to easily move hard 
drive data between computers. 

External hard drives can connect to 
your PC via connections such as eSATA 
(external SATA), USB 2.0, and FireWire. 
Additionally, you can purchase network 
hard drives that connect via an Ethernet 
port. These drives can store information 
from multiple users or computers con- 
nected on the same network. 



Flash Storage 

Flash drives are high-speed storage de- 
vices that connect to your computer 



through a USB port. These 
drives can store and transport 
almost any type of file, from 
Adobe Photoshop creations 
to PowerPoint presentations, 
and are roughly the size of fin- 
gernail clippers. Flash drives 
don't have large storage ca- 
pacities, but they are an af- 
fordable option when you 
need to transport homework 
from a dorm room to the 
campus printing center. 

Many flash drives come with 
enhanced encryption, which 
boosts security in order to 
protect your sensitive docu- 
ments. There are also flash drives that 
let you carry around portable applica- 
tions in addition to documents. 
Portable applications can include 
games, email programs, and other pro- 
ductivity applications. 

CDs & DVDs 

Most new computers come equipped 
with a CD/DVD burner, which gives you 
the option of recording discs for quick 
and easy storage. Burning a DVD of your 
family vacation will make it a breeze to 
transport video memories to Grandma's 
house. You can chose between re- 
writable discs for multiple uses and 
recordable discs that can only be used 
once. If you have a compatible drive, 
there are also discs available to record 
high-definition content so you can 
enjoy the best video resolution available 
on your HDTV. IS 

by Tessa Breneman 
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THINGS TO KNOW 

Computer Maintenance 



Q 



- Services 

My computer seems to have performance prob- 
lems. What can I do? 



A Some CE retailers offer PC diagnostic services that 
will detect problems by testing your PC's hard- 
ware and software. After the diagnosis, you'll often re- 
ceive a repair estimate. 



Q 



How should I back up important files? 



AWhile you can back up files yourself, backup ser- 
vices that automate the process and store your 
data remotely are particularly helpful to many users. 
With a remote storage service, you are better protected 
against disasters that would destroy data stored in a 
single location. 



Q 



Is there a way to restore my files even if I didn't 
back them up? 



A Possibly. Data recovery services can recover files, 
but the recovery is somewhat dependant upon 
what happened to your files. Be prepared, however, as 
these services can be quite expensive. 



Data Backup 



Q 
A 



What does it mean to back up my data? 

Backing up your data means you have your com- 
puter files saved in more than one place. 



Q 



Why should I back up my data? 



A Anything could happen to your computer. For ex- 
ample, your hard drive could fail, causing you to lose 
data. Backing up files ensures you won't lose everything. 



Q 



What types of files should I back up? 



A You can back up any files you've saved to your hard 
drive — pictures, videos, music, emails, financial doc- 
uments, downloads, and others that you may need later. 



Q 
A 



How do I back up my files? 

You can use a second hard drive, CDs or DVDs, a 
USB flash drive, or professional backup services. 
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Care & Cleaning 



What types of accessories come in computer toolkits? 



A You'll find screwdrivers and screws for reattaching 
PC components. Other items might include a flash- 
light, wire stripper, socket adapters, and long-nose pliers. 



Q 



What's the purpose of an antistatic wristband? 



A If you're making repairs inside your computer case, 
• you'll need to dissipate static electricity so you won't 
render any components defective. It will protect you from 
sudden minor shocks, as well. 



Q 



How can I safely clean my computer's LCD? 



A Use a screen cloth designed for wiping LCD or plasma 
screens. You can also purchase monitor cleaning solu- 
tion with a cleaning kit. 



Q 



What's the best way to clean my keyboard? 



A Turn off your computer and unplug your keyboard. 
Wipe down grime and dust using a soft rag and 
nonabrasive plastic cleaner. A can of compressed air can also 
help get dust out from in between keys. Don't forget to re- 
connect the keyboard and reboot your system. 



Q 



What's the best way to care for my laptop while 
on the road? 



A To remove lint, dirt, and other buildup, find a laptop 
. care kit that includes small cleaning swabs, so you can 
keep dust from clogging even the smallest crevices. 



Q 



Cooling 



Why does my computer need to be cooled? 



A Computer components generate a great deal of heat 
/ \ when they operate and often need help staying cool 
enough to function properly. 



Q 



How does my computer cool down? 



A Computer cases have fans that blow out hot air from 
inside the computer or pull cool air into the com- 
puter from outside the case. Some components have their 
own heatsinks or fans. 



Q 



What's a heatsink, and what does it do? 



. A heatsink is a device that touches a computer com- 
#\ ponent and dissipates the heat that the component 
produces. Heatsinks are usually made of copper — which is a 
more effective heat dissipater than air. 



Q 



What can I add to my computer to cool it better? 



A You can add aftermarket heatsinks, fans, or even 
watercooling kits to a computer that will do a better 
job of cooling than stock parts alone. 



Q 



How does overclocking affect computer heat? 



Overclocking a CPU or CPU (graphics processing 
unit) causes the component to work harder, in- 
creasing both performance and the heat the com- 
ponent produces. 
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Send In The Geeks 

Say Good-bye To Slow Computers 



Geek Squad PC 
Optimization, Explained 

Whether your computer is fresh out of 
the box or has been used for a long 
time, there's a good chance it isn't run- 
ning at peak performance. In order to 
protect your privacy and avoid PC 
slowdowns, everything from needless 
software to malware, such as viruses 
and spyware, needs to be cleaned out 
on a regular basis. However, tracking 
these nuisances down and knowing 
what you should keep vs. what you 
should delete can quickly become 
a nightmare. 

Enter Geek Squad. Whether you opt 
for its in-home, in-store, or online ser- 
vice, Geek Squad Agents can optimize 
your PC so it boots faster, runs better, 
and suffers from fewer errors and 
crashes. Here's an overview of the basic 
PC adjustments Geek Squad can per- 
form and why they are so vital. 

Remove Unnecessary 
Startup Programs 

If programs are flagged to open and 
run in the background as soon as 
Windows loads, they lengthen boot 
times and slow down your system's 
overall performance. Windows does in- 
clude tools to help you remove startup 
items, but there are several caveats. 
These simple utilities don't necessarily 
show you everything that loads when 
your computer starts up, and they 
don't provide enough information to 
let you know which programs are nec- 
essary and which can safely be deleted. 
With the assistance of Geek Squad 
Agents, your PC's needless startup 



programs will be identified and then 
safely removed. 

Fight Malware 

Nothing drags down performance 
like malware. Viruses can take over 
your computer to send unsolicited 
emails or destroy your PC's data, and 
spyware monitors your actions, lead- 
ing to identity theft and other security 
breaches. One of the most impor- 
tant components to some of Geek 
Squad's security services is antivirus 
and antispyware installation and 
configuration that prevents existing 
and new malware from infecting 
your computer. 

Take Out The Trash 

As you use your computer, it creates 
loads of temporary files that eat up hard 
drive space and serve no lasting pur- 
pose. As with startup programs, it's diffi- 
cult to tell which files are safe to delete 
and which are needed, so let a Geek 
Squad agent take the guesswork out of 
this tune-up task. 

Keep It Updated 

New security holes for Windows and 
other software crop up regularly, and new 
antivirus and anti-malware definitions are 
released nearly every day. It is imperative 
to keep your OS and anti-malware soft- 
ware up-to-date. Many Geek Squad opti- 
mization services can patch your software 
programs with new updates so that you 
can keep your data and identity safe with 
peace of mind. JH 

by Tracy Baker 
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Which vgsl^ Computer 
Service Is Right For You? 

Geek Squad offers a variety of PC 
packages that include optimization 
services. Here's a breakdown of 
some of them: 



Standard Security & 
Performance 

$229.99 (in-home) 
$129.99 (in-store) 
What's included: Antivirus and 
antispyware software is installed, 
and all performance tweaks dis- 
cussed in this article are performed. 

Computer 
Optimization 

$129.99 (in-home) 
$29.99 (in-store) 

What's included: Temp file clean- 
ing, startup program removal, and 
software updates. 

Standard Gamer's 
Optimization 

$69.99 (in-store only) 
What's included: Install one pro- 
gram, temp file cleaning, startup 
program removal, software up- 
dates, and optimize requested 
game settings. 

Computer Checkup 

$99.99 (in-store only) 
What's included: Troubleshoot 
problems, startup program re- 
moval, software updates, and OS 
critical updates. 
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The Low-Down 
On 802.1 In 

The Latest Generation Of Wireless 




hile shopping for wire- 
less networking equip- 
ment, such as a router 
or a network adapter, 
you'll find many wireless 
devices that are "draft 802.1 In com- 
pliant." 802.1 In is the most recent wire- 
less standard, promising greater speed 
and range than current 802.11a/b/g 
standards, but the IEEE has yet to fi- 
nalize the 802.1 1n specifications. 

Products labeled as "Draft N" can send 
and receive data near 802.1 1n speeds, 
but it's possible that the devices won't 
be compatible with the final 802.1 In 
standard. We'll indicate what Draft N 
currently offers and what kind of com- 
patibility you can expect, and we'll 
show you what to look for when 
buying 802.1 1n products. 



54Mbps, which is fine if you want to 
migrate data between your network 
devices. But if you try to stream 
media from room to room, 802.11a 
or 802.1 1g products may not offer 
enough bandwidth, resulting in 
choppy sound or video. 

Generally, Draft N devices feature a 
peak data rate of 300Mbps, which is 
comparable to the rate you can 
send and receive data over a wired 
connection, making it ideal for 
streaming music, photos, and stan- 
dard- or high-definition video. Ad- 
ditionally, many Draft N routers 
feature MIMO (Multiple In/Multiple 
Out) technology to improve signal 
range through the use of multiple 
antennas, resulting in fewer poor or 
dead signal areas in your home. 




Currently, 802.11a and 802.1 1g stan- Draft 
dards offer a transfer rate of up to most 



Bands & Speeds 

802.1 la uses the 5 GHz frequency band 
(less interference but shorter range), while 
802.1 lb and 802.1 lg use the 2.4GHz band 
(more interference but longer range). 802.1 In 
products may be able to use both the 2.4GHz 
and 5GHz band. 



Wi-Fi Standard 


Data Transfer Rate 


802.11a 


54Mbps 


802.11b 


11Mbps 


802.11g 


54Mbps 


802. 1 In (Draft N) 


300Mbps 



N products are based on the 
current IEEE 802. 11n specifica- 
tions, and most experts don't ex- 
pect the final 802.1 1n standard to 
be much different from Draft N, 
so it's likely — but not guaran- 
teed — that Draft N devices will 
use technology that's firmware 
upgradeable (a downloadable up- 
date from the manufacturer) to 
the final 802.1 1 n standard. 

However, you may have to wait a 
while for 802.1 1n to be finalized; 
according to the latest IEEE 
802.11 Project Timeline, final ap- 
proval isn't slated until March of 
next year. 



Remember, when shopping for a Draft 
N router or network adapter, you will 
want to make certain it's backward- 
compatible, meaning it'll work with 
devices that support the older 802.11 
standards, or you may not be able to 
send or receive data from older wire- 
less devices. 

If you're concerned about compati- 
bility, look for Draft N products with a 
"Wi-Fi CERTIFIED" logo, which means 
the equipment has been tested by the 
Wi-Fi Alliance to work with other cer- 
tified devices. E3 

by Nathan Lake 
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Internet Security Software 

The New Standard In Internet Security 
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Kaspersky® Internet 
Security 

MSRP: $79.95 

SKU: 8023214 

www.kaspersky.com 



Quick Overview 

Kaspersky" Internet Security — Complete 
Internet security protection with anti-virus, 
anti-spyware, anti-phishing, anti-spam and anti- 
hacker technologies. Plus parental controls and 
virtual keyboard. 

Perfect For 

Kaspersky Internet Security offers comprehen- 
sive protection for home and small office 
users. Browse the Web, send and receive email, 
shop and bank online, and exchange instant 
messages. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Premium protection against viruses, Trojans and worms, spyware and 
adware, identity theft and phishing, spammers and hackers 

• Advanced proactive protection 

• Unmatched system performance 

• Parental controls, privacy controls, and virtual keyboard 

• Automatic hourly updates 

• Free technical support 

Coolest Feature 

Kaspersky virtual keyboard prevents cybercriminals from stealing your 
password, banking information, and credit card numbers because mouse 
clicks cannot be recorded or traced. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Internet Security & Monitoring 
Maximum Security, Online Freedom 




Trend Micro Internet 
Security Pro 

MSRP: $69.95 

SKU: 8729165 

www.trendmicro.com 



Quick Overview 

If you regularly shop or bank online, you need 
the maximum protection against identity 
thieves and other malicious threats. Get smart, 
real-time security with Trend Micro Internet 
Security Pro, so you can enjoy total online 
safety when you shop, bank, and browse 
whether you are at home or away. 

Perfect For 

Trend Micro Internet Security Pro is perfect for 
people who do a lot of online banking or shop- 
ping, are concerned about identity theft, or 
often travel with their laptops. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Prevents keystroke monitoring programs from spying on your pass- 
words, account numbers, and other personal information 
Provides multiple levels of defense against malicious attacks from Web 
pages, email, or instant message links 

Prevents data thieves, viruses, SMS text message spam, and other mal- 
ware from invading your smartphone 

Worry-Free Click™ protects you from malicious or untrustworthy links 
from email, Web sites, or instant messages 

Recovers disk space, cleans up Registry and startup settings, removes 
cookies, and clears your browser history 

Coolest Feature 

A comprehensive and customizable snapshot of all the security activities 
on your computer through easy-to-use charts and graphs. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Internet Security & Monitoring 
Protection You Can Trust 




PC Tools 
Spyware Doctor® 

MSRP: $29.95 

SKU: 8800452 

www.pctools.com 



Quick Overview 

Security software is an absolute necessity for 
anyone who's on the Internet. Malicious pro- 
grams such as spyware, adware, and viruses put 
your computer and your identity at risk every 
day. By using PC Tools Spyware Doctor, you can 
be confident that you have the most advanced 
threat protection, recommended by computer 
and security experts globally and trusted by mil- 
lions of users every day. 

Perfect For 

Spyware Doctor is for those who want to keep 
their computers free of malware with an easy-to- 
use interface and award-winning technology. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Award-winning software recommended by experts worldwide 
Prevents malicious programs from stealing personal information, de- 
grading system performance, and damaging your important files 
Frequent automatic updates ensure your protection is up-to-date 
Built-in behavioral technology automatically keeps you safe from the 
newest online threats 

IntelliCuard* real-time protection blocks threats before they harm the PC 
Easy to install and use with immediate automatic protection 
Free 24/7 phone support for all customers 

Coolest Feature 

Currently recognized by industry experts as the best product available to 
remove spyware and keep it off your system while still being one of the 
easiest to use. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 



FirstGlimpse 



58 October 2008 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



COMPUTERS 



Photo & Imaging 

Easy, Fun & Professional! 




Corel® 

Paint Shop Pro 5 
Photo X2 
Ultimate 

MSRP: $99.99 

SKU: To Be Determined 

www.corel.com 



Quick Overview 

Corel" Paint Shop Pro* Photo X2 Ultimate is 
dynamic photo-editing software that's loaded 
with everything from easy, automatic photo- 
fixing tools to precision editing controls that 
deliver full professional power. Plus, the 
Ultimate edition is packed with extras, in- 
cluding media recovery software, professionally 
designed creative content, Corel® Painter'" 
Photo Essentials 4, and a 2GB USB flash drive — 
extras that total more than $200 in value. 

Perfect For 

Everyone from casual camera owners and 
photo hobbyists to professional photographers. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• FREE 2GB flash drive 

• FREE Corel 8 Painter™ Photo Essentials lets you turn your photos into 
paintings in three easy steps. 

• FREE Media Recovery Software that can recover images, movies, and 
sound files from reformatted memory cards. 

• FREE Background Remover Plug In that lets you isolate an image area, 
remove it from the background, and place it in a different image. 

• FREE Creative Content Pack with 150 new, custom-made frames, 
patterns and Picture Tubes™. 

• Fully Certified for Windows Vista, Microsoft's highest certification level. 

Coolest Feature 

Remove blemishes, whiten teeth, and even look thinner, all in a few 
simple clicks with the unique Makeover Tools. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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clickfree" 

Automatic Backup 



Photo DVD Backup 

The Hassle-Free Way To Back Up Your Memories 




Clickfree™ 5-Pack 
Photo Edition 
DVD+R Discs 

MSRP: $15.99 

SKU: 8817453 

www.goclickfree.com 



Quick Overview 

Backing up, sharing, and transferring photos has 
never been easier. Simply insert a Clickfree™ 
Automatic Backup DVD into your PCs DVD 
writer and let Clickfree™ take care of the rest. 
There is no installation or setup required, which 
lets you make photo backups in no time. 

Perfect For 

Clickfree™ Automatic Backup Photo DVDs are 
perfect for anyone who wants a hassle-free way 
to protect cherished memories. They're also 
great for sharing and transferring photo files to 
a new computer. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• The Clickfree™ Photo DVD automatically searches for and backs up 
more thanlOO different photo and video formats, including JPEG, RAW, 
and other popular photo file formats 

• Can store up to 2,000 photos per disc 

• Single layer DVD+R; single write only; 4.5CB disc capacity 

• Clickfree™ Backup integrated photo viewer allows you to preview, 
select, and print or share your photos at home and online 

Coolest Feature 

Clickfree™ Automatic Backup Photo DVDs offer a photo backup solution 
that is easy for anyone to use. No software installation or setup is needed. 
All you need to do is pop a Clickfree™ Photo DVD into your DVD drive, 
and the disc takes care of all the rest. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Speakers 

Razer & THX Redefine Desktop Sound 




Razer Mako 

MSRP: $399.99 

SKU: 8762957 

www.razerzone.com 



Quick Overview 

The Razer Mako™ 2.1 bi-amplified multimedia 
speaker system is co-developed by the audio 
scientists of gaming leader Razer™ and audio 
industry pioneer THX Ltd. It is the first desktop 
speaker system to incorporate THX Ground 
Plane™ and THX Slot Speaker™ technologies, as 
well as ClassHD™ Digital Amplifier Technology, 
which enable rich, omnidirectional audio 
effects that will redefine the desktop 
sound experience. 

Perfect For 

Serious gamers, movie enthusiasts, music lovers 
. . . who isn't it perfect for? 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Sleek, modern design brings style to high-performance speakers 

• THX-certified quality and performance 

■ ClassHD digital amplifier technology with digital DSP control 

• Higher efficiency curves, improved SNR and EMI, and lowered 
distortion levels 

• Downward-firing design with optimized acoustic enclosure provides 
an omnidirectional listening experience 

• Inputs and outputs include a 3.5mm auxiliary input minijack, 3.5mm 
headphone minijack, and RCA audio input 

• Total system power: 300W RMS 

Coolest Feature 

All-in-one control pod with touch-sensitive LED dial 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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D-Link 



Wireless Router 

Building Networks For People 
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D-Link Xtreme 
Gigabit Router 

MSRP: $129.99 

SKU: 8040121 

www.dlink.com 




Quick Overview 

Connect the Xtreme N Gigabit Router to a 
cable or DSL modem and provide high-speed 
Internet access to multiple computers, game 
consoles, and media players. Creates a secure 
wireless network to share photos, files, music, 
videos, printers, and network storage. 

Perfect For 

Larger homes or offices that are looking for the 
latest in router performance while being energy 
efficient. The Router automatically powers 
down ports that have no link and lets you shut 
down your network when not in use. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Easy Router Setup software helps make the installation easy 

• Backward compatible with 802.1 1g and 802.11a devices 

• 4 Gigabit ports let you connect wired computers up to 1,000 mbps 

• Secure your wireless network using advanced WPA™ or WPA2'" encryp- 
tion and dual active firewalls (SPI and NAT) that block attacks from the 
Internet 

• Compatible with PCs and Macs 

• Power saving features 

Coolest Feature 

The Router automatically optimizes the network and adjusts for Inter- 
net surfing, streaming music and video, and gaming. This makes sure 
you don't lose your connection in the middle of an online game or a 
VoIP call. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Which Notebook Computer Is Best For You? 

notebook computer is a pretty big purchase for most people, and it's usually a bit overwhelming, too. This chart compares 
the features and specs from several models available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 







Operating 
system 


Processor 


Hard drive 
size; RAM 


Screen size 


Dimensions; 
Weight 


Optical drives; 
Media card reader 


What It Means 


The software 
(usually Win- 
dows or Mac OS 
X) that controls 
your computer 


Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 


How much data 
the computer 
can hold; Mem- 
ory that's read 
and written to 


The diagonal 
measurement 
of the note- 
book's screen 


Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the lap- 
top weighs 


Drives that can read 
and write discs; Slots 
that read media 
cards without a sep- 
arate peripheral 


Asus Eee PC 
900 BK039X 

« Ik MSRP: $449.99* 
^ !3 SKU 8905973 


Windows XP 
Home 


900MHz 
Intel Celeron 


16GB; 1GB 
DDR2 


8.9 inches 


1.3x8.9x6.7 
inches; 2.2 
pounds 


No; Yes 


a 


Acer Extensa 
EX5220-2385 

MSRP:$519.99* 
SKU 8892941 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


2.13GHz 
Intel Celeron 
560 


120GB; 2GB 
DDR2 667 
SDRAM 


15.4 inches 


1.7x14.2x 
10.5 inches; 
6.3 pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW 
SuperMuld; Yes 


s. 


Dell Inspiron 
I1525-122B 

MSRP: $699.99* 
SKU 8880874 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 
Mobile 


250GB; 3GB 


15.4 inches 


1.5x14.1x 
10.1 inches; 
6.2 pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 


-. — \ Toshiba Satellite 
V A^ L305D-S5868 
5^ fe^ MSRP; $659.99* 
" SKU 8907089 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


2GHzAMD 
Turion X2 
Dual-Core 
Mobile 


250GB; 2GB 
PC6400 
DDR2 
SDRAM 


15.4 inches 


1.33x14.3x 
10.6 inches; 
5.49 pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW 
SuperMuld; Yes 


Q 


HP Pavilion 
dv9925nr 

MSRP: $899.99* 
SKU 8878887 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


2GHzAMD 
Turion X2 


250GB; 4GB 
DDR2 


17 inches 


1.7x1 1.2x 
15.2 inches; 
7.7 pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 


^^— Microsel 

^ IC2D15555025D3GVP 

^- MSRP: $1,099.99* 
SKU 8844352 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


1.82CHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo Mobile 


250GB; 3GB 
DDR2 


15.4 inches 


1.6x14x10.2 
inches; 7 
pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 


M 


Apple MacBook 
MB403LL/A 

MSRP: $1,299.99* 
SKU 8703478 


Mac OS X 
10.5 Leopard 


2.4GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 
Mobile 


160GB; 2GB 

PC2-5300 

DDR2 


13.3 inches 


1.1x12.8x8.9 
inches; 5 
pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; No 


^ 


Sony Vaio 
VGN-AR830E 

MSRP: $1,699.99* 
SKU 8892905 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


2.4GHz Intel 
Core 2 T8300 


400GB; 3GB 
PC2-5300 


17 inches 


1.32x16.4x 
11.8 inches; 
8.3 pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
BD/CD-RW; 
Yes 





*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Desktop PC Is Right For You? 

When you shop for a desktop PC, you'll see lots of similar deals. The comparison chart below shows how subtle — yet impor- 
tant — the differences can be. If you can't find one of these on Best Buy's Web site (www.bestbuy.com), visit or call your 
local Best Buy store, and it should be available there. 



Processor 



Hard drive 
size; RAM 



Optical 
drives 



Operating 
system 



Graphics 
card 



Ports 



What It Means 



Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 



How much data 
the computer 
can hold; Mem- 
ory that's read 
and written to 



Drives that can 
read and write 
CD-Rs, DVD- 
RWs,orHD 
discs 



The software 
(usually Win- 
dows or Mac OS 
X) that controls 
your computer 



Controls the 
quality of your 
video and 
images 



Sockets that give 
your computer 
access to differ- 
ent peripherals 




eMachines T5274 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 8891675 



2CHz Intel 

Pentium 

Dual-Core 



320CB; 2CB 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



Intel Graph- 
ics Media 
Accelerator 
950 



6 USB; 1 VGA 






Acer AX1 200- 
U1510A 

MSRP: $459.99* 
SKU 8891871 



2.6GHz AMD 
Athlon 64X2 
Dual-Core 
5000+ 



320GB; 4GB 



Double-layer 
DVD±R/RW 
SuperMuIti 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



Nvidia 

GeForce 

8200 



9 USB; 1 
FireWire; 1 
HDMI 




Dell Inspiron 
I530S-108B 

MSRP: $499.99* 
SKU 8878789 



2.2GHz Intel 

Pentium 

Dual-Core 



320GB; 3GB 



DVD±RW 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



Intel Graph- 
ics Media 
Accelerator 
3100 



8 USB 



I 



HP Pavilion s3500f 
MSRP: $579.99* 
SKU 8891755 



2.8GHz 
AMD Ath- 
lon X2 5400 
Dual-Core 



500GB; 4GB 



SuperMuIti 
DVD Burner 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



Nvidia 
GeForce 
6150 SE 



6 USB; 1 
FireWire 



u 



Gateway FX4710- 
UB003A 

MSRP: $1,149.99* 
SKU 8891684 



2.5GHz Intel 
Core 2 Quad 



640GB; 6GB 



Double-layer 
DVD±R/RW 
SuperMuIti 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



Nvidia 

GeForce 

9800GT 



6 USB; 2 
FireWire; 1 
VGA; 1 S- 
Video 



I 



Dell XPS 630 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 8878841 



3GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 
E8400 



640GB; 6GB 



DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



Nvidia 

GeForce 

9800GT 



6 USB; 1 
FireWire 



B , Apple MB325LL/A 
MSRP: $1,799* 
SKU 8844726 




2.8GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 



320GB; 2GB 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 



Mac OS X 
10.5 Leopard 



ATI Radeon 
HD 2600 Pro 



5 USB; 2 
FireWire 



9 



Velocity Micro 
Edge E2250 

MSRP: $1,999.99* 
SKU 8782169 



2.66GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Quad 



750GB; 4GB 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW/ 
DVD-ROM 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



Nvidia 
EVGA 
GeForce 
9800 GTX 



6 USB; 2 
FireWire; 1 
S-Video; 2 DVI 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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5 Must- Have Accessories 
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laptop is a big investment, and now that you've taken the plunge, it's time to decide what you need to go along with your shiny 
new purchase. We've rounded up five of our favorite accessories that every laptop owner should add to her shopping list. B3 



by Joy Martin 



d Laptops aren't cheap, so you'll 
want to protect yours. After 
splurging on a laptop, the first 
thing you need to consider is 
how you're going to protect 
it. You bought a laptop for its 
portability, so it's important to 
buy a good case that can protect it 
and keep it mobile. Cases are avail- 
able in a multitude of styles and 
colors, so you're sure to find one 
that meets your needs. We espe- 
cially like laptop bags with 
wheels and telescop- 
ing handles because 
they're so handy 
when you are 
traveling. Look 
for a bag that 
is built for your 
screen size and has 
plenty of zippered pockets to 
store your notebook accessories 
and paperwork. 




A mouse is easier to work 
with than a pointing stick. Al- 
though laptops are well-suited 
for working on the go, the 
touchpad and/or pointing stick 
(that little nub in the middle of 
the keyboard that enables you to 
navigate the on-screen pointer) 
that replace your desktop com- 
puter's mouse can be hard to ma- 
nipulate. If you prefer a mouse, 
look for a wired mouse that plugs 
into your USB port or even a 
cordless mouse. The sleek design 
of cordless mice makes them easy 
to transport, and the 
USB receivers are 
small enough to 
leave plugged 
in, so your 
mouse will 
always be 
ready when 
you need it. 



r 

Portable USB hubs let you connect a few extra 
peripherals while you're out of the office. USB ports 
let you connect all sorts of electronic goodies to your 
computer, but what if you have more gadgets than 
ports? A USB hub, such as Dynex's 4-Port USB 2.0 Hub 
($18.99; www.bestbuy.com), is an affordable way to en- 
sure you can connect all of your peripherals. In addi- 
tion to giving you more ports, cords to items 
such as a digital camera or music 
player can be left plugged 
in on your desk, so they are 
ready to go next time you 
use your laptop. 




i 





Surge protec- 
tors designed 
for laptops will 
offer your notebook 
PC some protection from 
spikes in power. You didn't have to 
think twice before plugging your desk- 
top computer into a power conditioner 
or surge protector. But do you take the 
same precautions every time you use 
your laptop? Surge protectors ensure 
that the electrical current running 
to the device(s) attached to it doesn't 
exceed acceptable levels. A sudden 
spike in electricity can destroy a lap- 
top, so taking the time to plug into 
one every time is worth the few sec- 
onds it takes. For convenient protec- 
tion on the go, surge protectors 
designed specifically for laptops, such 
as the Rocketfish Notebook Surge 
Protector ($26.99; www.bestbuy.com), 
are compact, making them easy to pack 
away in your laptop bag. 



An extra battery lets 
you keep working on 
the road when you're far 
away from your recharger. 

We love laptops for their portability- 
they let us work without being tethered 
to a desk. But that flexibility is limited to how 
long the battery holds a charge. Having an extra 
battery on hand that's powered and ready to go gives 
you the ability to work longer, without having to find a 
power outlet. Batteries vary from laptop to laptop, but 
with your model number in hand, you can find a replace- 
ment for any brand. 
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Software Listings 

Get More Out Of Your PC 
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omputers can be used to create greeting cards, play games, balance your checkbook, and more. The thing is, most of 
these functions aren't available straight out of the box. To fully harness your computer's potential, you'll need to buy 
software. Here are some options. 



Art/Illustration/Graphics 

Corel Paint Shop 

Pro Photo X2 Ultimate 

$99.99* 

www.corel.com 
Professional photo-editing software in an easy- 
to-use package. The Ultimate version also comes 
with a bonus pack loaded with free extras. 




:r. 



Adobe Photoshop 
Elements 6 

$99.99* 

www.adobe.com 
Photoshop Elements 6 makes it easy to fix red- 
eye, combine photos for the perfect group shot, 
or tweak the color balance to make your pho- 
tos look their best. 



Broderbund 

The Print Shop 22 Deluxe 

$49.99* 

www.broderbund.com 
Easily create banners, business cards, letter- 
heads, calendars, photo greeting cards, invita- 
tions, and more right from your computer. 




Audio/Video 

Pinnacle 
Studio Ultimate 
version 1 1 

$129.99* 
www.pinnaclesys.com 
Use automated and powerful video- and 
audio-editing tools to create and share your 
home movies. 




iLife/3 



Jgt 



Apple iLife '08 

$79* 

www.apple.com 
Use Apple's popular iPhoto, iWeb, Garage- 
Band, and /DVD on your Mac to organize 
photos, create a Web site, record music, or 
edit movies. 



Magix Music Maker 12 Deluxe 

$59.99* 

www.magix.com 

Produce your own music using dif- 
ferent musical styles, sounds, and virtual instru- 
ments. Music Maker's graphic interface makes 
producing professional-sounding music a snap. 




Business Applications 



Microsoft Office Standard 
2007 

$399.95* 
www.microsoft.com 



Use all of today's most popular business office 
applications, including Excel, Outlook, Power- 
Point, and Word. 



Adobe Acrobat 8 
Standard 

$299* 

www.adobe.com 
Easily create, combine, and manage various 
PDF documents for your personal or busi- 
ness needs. 



Intuit Quicken 
Home& 
Business 2008 

$99.99* 
www.intuit.com 

Manage your money and see where you stand 
financially with Quicken's newly redesigned 
Business Center. 




Creative Home Hallmark Card 
Studio Deluxe 2008 

$49.99* 

www.hallmarksoftware.com 
Use Hallmark Card Studio Deluxe 2008 to de- 




Cakewalk 
Music Creator 4 

$39* 
www.cakewalk.com 

Record, edit, and mix all kinds of instrumental 




sign the perfect greeting card for every occasion, and vocal music with this music composition 



complete with Hallmark sentiments. 



program from Cakewalk. 



r~\ 



Smith Micro Software 
VMware Fusion 

$79.99* 
www.vmware.com 



This program lets you run Windows applica- 
tions on your Intel-based Mac for greater 
freedom and productivity. 



*Prices listed in this issue are for genera] reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Games/ 
Entertainment 

2K Games 
Sid Meier's 
Civilization IV 

$29.99* 
www.2kgames.com 

This addictive strategy game 
has a multiplayer mode for ad- 
ditional ways to compete 
against your friends. 



Got Game 
Entertainment 
Arctic Stud 
Poker Run 

$19.99* 

www.gotgameentertain 

ment.com 

This game combines the 
strategy of poker, the thrill of 
racing and the explosions of 
combat in Tournament 
Elimination, single-player, or 
multiplayer modes. 



Mumbojumbo 

Polar 

Games 

$19.99* 
www.m urn boj urn bo.com 
In this safe-for-the-whole- 
family game, four players can 
compete to see who's the best 
bowler or golfer. 



South Peak 
Games 
Dream 
Pinball 3D 

$19.99* 

www.southpeakgames.com 
Play pinball on your computer 
with six table themes, several 
ball options, multiball power- 
ups, and intense visuals and 
ball physics. 







Home 
Productivity 

Nuance Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking 
Preferred 9 

$199.99* 
www.nuance.com 
Dictate emails, reports, and 
other documents much faster 
than you can type and let 
Dragon NaturallySpeaking do 
the typing for you. 



Susteen DataPilot 
Universal Kit w/ 
Bluetooth 

$69.95* 
www.susteen.com 

Connect your cell phone to your 
computer or Bluetooth adapter 
to back up your phone's ad- 
dress book, synchronize your 
phone book and calendar with 
Outlook, or use your phone as 
a wireless modem for your 
laptop computer. 



Microsoft 
Streets & 
Trips 2008 

$39.95* 
www.microsoft.com 
Plan your next vacation and 
share your travel plans with 
friends who will be joining you 
along the journey. 



Networking & 
Communications 

Kaspersky 
Labs Internet 
Security 2009 

$79.95* 
www.kaspersky.com 
Premium protection that's up- 
dated hourly to keep your 



system safe from even the most 
recent threats. 








Trend 

Micro 

Internet Security 

Pro 

$69.95* (one-year subscrip- 
tion) 

www.us.trendmicro.com 
Whether you're surfing the Web 
from home or away, your sensitive 
information will be safe. 



Check Point 
ZoneAlarm 
Internet Security 
Suite 



$69.95* 

www.checkpoint.com 
ZoneAlarm Internet Security 
Suite is your one-stop security 
shop for protection both online 
and off, with antivirus, antispy- 
ware, antispam, antiphishing 
and identity-theft protection. 



Webroot Software 
Spy Sweeper With 
Antivirus 

$49.99* 
www.webroot.com 
Protect up to three computers 
from viruses and spyware. Spy 
Sweeper stops both known and 
potential threats by blocking sus- 
picious activity. 




PC Tools 

Spyware 
^ m Doctor 5.5 
■=— - $29.95* 
www.pctools.com 
Surf the Internet with confidence 
knowing Spyware Doctor will 
prevent known and emerging 
spyware threats from reaching 
your PC. 




System Utilities 

Symantec 
Norton Ghost 
14.0 

^™ $69.99* 
www.symantec.com 
Back up your entire computer 
or select specific files for back- 
up to ensure you're able to 
recover from any unforeseen 
events, such as a crash or 
virus attack. 



iolo System 

Mechanic 

Professional 

$69.95* 
www.iolo.com 
With System Mechanic you can 
find and fix errors and frag- 
mentation on your PC, clean 
out clutter, and optimize your 
system for best performance. 



GuardID 
Systems 
ID Vault 

$49.99* 
www.guardid.com 
Although it looks like a USB 
flash drive, ID Vault safely 
stores login and password infor- 
mation to keep your informa- 
tion safe from keyloggers and 
phishing scams. 




...... *M 

WipeDrive 



White 
Canyon 
WipeDrive 5 

$39.95* 
www.whitecanyon.com 
When it's time to dispose of 
your old computer, use White 
Canyon's WipeDrive to en- 
sure that all traces of your 
personal information are 
completely removed. 



First Glimpse / October 2 



67 



wireless 



Choose Your 
Features Wisely 

Pick The Perfect Phone For Your Lifestyle 



Q 



our lifestyle often dictates what type of car you 
drive, how you dress, where you live, and much 
more. It also influences the type of cell phone that 
best suits your needs. Just as you wouldn't expect to 
see a construction worker hauling lumber in a 



Honda Civic, some phones are more practical for certain lifestyles 
than others. Here, we'll look at how some of the latest cell phone 
features suit the needs of four very different lifestyles. ID 

by Jennifer Johnson 

















4* 


Business Traveler 

Road warriors need access to impor- 
tant office files, email, and more 
while on the go. Look for a smart- 
phone that supports high-speed 
data connections, such as EVDO or 




c- - 


Soccer Mom 

Moms have to juggle numerous 
schedules and activities. Look for a 
multipurpose phone that will keep 
you connected while also keeping 
your hands free to hold the little one 




can use your phon 
phones also have bu 
gation instructions. V 
provides faster down 


HSPA, and Internet sharing so you 
e as a modem for your laptop. Some 
ilt-in GPS to provide turn-by-turn navi- 
Vi-Fi is another handy feature, as it often 
load speeds than cellular Internet. 




by enabling you to use a Bluetooth 
headset. Wi-Fi is also handy, as you'll be able to check email 
and catch up on news when you have a little time to kill at a 
local coffee shop between picking up Jimmy from football 
practice and dropping off Abby for ballet lessons. 


















Socialite 

A true socialite will want a phone 
with a good camera so she can 
capture memories at a moment's 
notice and then share them with 
friends around the country. Some 






Audio Buff 

Many phones offer music capabili- 
ties, but some also have external 
media controls and an expansion 
card slot so you can store plenty of 
tunes while on the go. You may also 




clips with audio. A 
use while typing te 
sages to friends. 


phones can also shoot short video 

full QWERTY keyboard is handy to 

xt messages and sending picture mes- 




wish to find a phone with Bluetooth 
stereo headphone support so you can listen to music without 
excess cords. Some service providers also offer music services 
so you can buy or access tunes directly from the handset. 



What's An Unlocked Phone? 



In the United States, we buy phones 
at a discounted price because cellular 
providers (such as AT&T, Verizon 
Wireless, T-Mobile, Sprint, etc.) subsi- 
dize the price of phones. In return for 
the deep discount, the carrier will 



require you to sign a contract agree- 
ment that requires you to use its service 
with that phone for a specified length 
of time (typically one or two years) and 
will often lock the phone so that it can 
only be used on its network. Unlocked 



phones give you flexibility — you don't 
have to sign a contract and can switch 
to a compatible carrier anytime. Of 
course, this flexibility isn't free: You'll 
have to pay full retail price (often hun- 
dreds of dollars) for a phone. • 
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Take The Web 

Wi-Fi Handheld Devices 





i-Fi is likely becoming 
a very familiar term, 
especially if you are 
keeping track of the 
newest capabilities of 
handheld devices. A Wi-Fi handheld 
device can do far more than make calls 
and play music (or even a combination 
of these); most of the latest Wi-Fi gad- 
gets are designed to be your all-in-one, 
portable communication device. 

Now that we're continually moving to- 
ward text-based messaging, it's time to 
take into consideration a more efficient 
way to instant message, text, email, and 
maintain your growing number of con- 
tacts. The best device for these purposes 
is a wireless messenger. 

So Many Ways 
To Keep In Touch 

Wi-Fi messengers function as portable 
gadgets that keep you connected via 



Wi-Fi hotspots or a home network. Some 
wireless handhelds don't require a PC 
connection and can automatically de- 
tect other networks. Other built-in fea- 
tures include music programs for playing 
your favorite MP3s and photo viewers 
for scrolling through snapshots in 
slideshow format. One user-friendly 
messenger is the Zipit Z2 wireless mes- 
senger ($49.99 with a one-year service 
plan; www.zipitwireless.com). 

Most Wi-Fi Internet devices feature a 
plethora of multimedia options. You 
can send instant messages, listen to 
music, watch videos, snap photos, and 
make Internet calls. A backlit QWERTY 
keyboard will help you increase your 
keystrokes, even when you're typing in 
low-light conditions. When you're de- 
ciding on which wireless messenger to 
purchase, be sure to note which online 
mail and messaging service the device 
supports, so you can easily text and 
send emails via your preferred service. 



Some wireless messengers include a 
built-in Web cam. Using this feature 
will allow you to video chat with your 
social circle. If you're interested in a 
messenger with navigation capabilities, 
shop for a model featuring an inte- 
grated GPS receiver. Keep in mind that 
certain Wi-Fi messengers support cel- 
lular service, while others simply 
use wireless access points or broad- 
band Internet to enable texting and 
instant messaging. 

Communications 101 

Maybe you already own a notebook, 
a text-friendly cell phone, a digital 
camera, and a Web cam. Why not con- 
solidate all of those gadgets into a 
single, feature-packed device? If you 
agree, now is the time to get up to 
speed on Wi-Fi handheld devices. IS 

by Joanna Safford 



Portable Accessories 



H 



ere are just a few items you might want to add to your Wi-Fi handheld device. We'll inform you about each of them 
by providing the "what" and answering the "why." 



H 


A compatible 
memory card 


A prepaid 
international calling card 


Bluetooth-enabled 
headset 





Some handhelds include a 


If your device supports cellular service, 


If your handheld supports Blue- 


rv. 


memory card slot that can 


with the right calling card you can 


tooth, it's smart to invest in a 


£ 


support specific types of cards, 


make calls around the world with no 


headset that features noise reduc- 


5 


which are great for saving 


contract. Additionally, there are no 


tion, call waiting, and stereo- 




images. 


monthly bills when you pay for your 
minute-by-minute usage. 


quality sound. 
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THINGS TO KNOW 

Cell Phone Service Plans 



Q 



- Choosing A Calling Plan 

Can I keep my current cell phone number even 
if I change providers? 



A Yes. In 2003, the Federal Communications 
Commission enacted Wireless Local Number 
Portability, enabling wireless customers to move 
most phone numbers between carriers. 



Q 



I already own an older cell phone. Can I use it 
with a new service plan? 



A With many plans, you can get a free or deeply dis- 
counted phone. Technology improves so quickly 
that you'll be better off with a new phone. 



Q 



Is it possible to get cell phone service without 
signing a contract? 



A Pay-as-you-go phones enable you to have the 
convenience of a cell phone without a contract. 
Be careful, though; there may be other conditions tied 
to your minutes, such as an expiration date. 



Q 



- Choosing A Data Plan 

Do I need a special service plan if I buy a 
smartphone? 



A Yes. In order to access all of the features of 
your new smartphone, you'll need a data 
plan instead of a traditional plan that covers phone 
service only. 



Q 



Do I need two separate plans— one for phone 
calls and one for data? 



A Depending on the carrier and the plan you 
choose, your data plan may include phone ser- 
vice, as well. Not all plans include both, however, so 
be sure to check with your service provider. 



Q 



How do data plans measure usage? 



Alt depends on your carrier. Some plans offer un- 
limited Web browsing and email, while others 
charge per megabyte of data transferred. 







I 
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wireless 



Q 



Choosing A Phone 

Can I use my current phone with a different 
service provider? 



A Although several different service providers may 
offer the same model phone you're interested in, 
each provider programs phones to be compatible only 
with its service. 



Q 



Can I buy a phone that's usable with different 
service providers? 



A Some cell phone and smartphone models can be 
. purchased unlocked. Unlocked phones can be used 
with any service provider and have the ability to switch be- 
tween providers. 



Q 



Is an unlocked phone more expensive? 



A Typically, yes. Most service providers offer a discount 
on phones purchased when you sign a contract. Buying 
an unlocked phone and then shopping for a service plan will 
eliminate this potential discount. 



Q 



If I get a new phone, will I lose all of my contact 
information? 



A Most service providers offer a service where, for a fee, 
they will transfer all of your contact information to 
your new phone. 



Q 



Do I need a special type of service to use a Bluetooth 
headset? 



A Although you won't need any special service from your 
i provider, you will need to be sure the phone you select 
is Bluetooth-compatible. 



Q 



Choosing The Extras 



Does text messaging cost extra? 



Alt all depends on the plan you select. Some plans 
charge per text message, but there are plans that in- 
clude a certain number of texts in the monthly charge. 



Q 



What are roaming charges? 



A When you travel outside your carrier's coverage area, 
you will most likely still receive service. However, be- 
cause you're using a different network, you may be billed a 
roaming charge for every minute of use. 



Q 
A 



Is there a way to know if I'm roaming? 

Your phone should have an icon or signal that notifies 
you when you've wandered outside your coverage area. 



Q 



What are anytime minutes? 



A Many plans now offer unlimited calls during nights 
and weekends but limit calls during peak hours — 
during the workweek from early morning until late evening. 
The minutes allotted to be used at no additional cost 
during these peak times are called anytime minutes. 



Q 



What are considered nights and weekends? 



A Nighttime calling usually starts between 7 p.m. and 9 
p.m. and ends by 8 a.m. the following day. Weekends 
usually begin at the start of nighttime minutes on Friday and 
go through the end of your nighttime minutes on Monday. 
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WIRELESS 



iPhoneand iPod Speaker 

Premium Versatility In A Portable Stereo System 



ALTEC 



L A N 8 I N G* 




Altec Lansing iMT702 
inMotion Max 

MSRP: $199.95 

SKU: 8948918 

www.alteclansing.com 



Quick Overview 

Co anywhere and take your music with you. 
Either battery powered or plugged in, the 
inMotion Max churns out lush stereo sound 
from your iPhone or iPod, or from the unit's 
built-in FM radio. XdB technology supplies the 
deep bass without a subwoofer. And ESS sound- 
widening technology expands the sound to fit 
any room. And the inMotion Max lets you take 
calls from your iPhone. 

Perfect For 

Those with an ear for sound and want their 
music no matter where they are! 



Outstanding Benefits 

Crystal-clear Sound - Precision-matched speakers with ESS and XdB 
audio technologies deliver crisp, full-spectrum sound 
FM Radio - Features 4 station presets and wire antenna for superior re- 
ception. LCD displays song and FM station data 
Rechargeable Battery - The Li-Ion battery provides up to 3.5 hours of 
playing time 

Perfect for Travel - Folds up compactly and can serve as a wake up call 
by enabling the iPhone and iPhone alarm and sleep timer 
Auxiliary Input - Connect a second audio source via 3.5mm input jack 

Coolest Feature 

The inMotion MAX is immune to mobile phone interference so your 
iPhone can stay on, always ready to take calls. The music automatically 
pauses when a call rings in and resumes when finished. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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polkaudio 



Audio System 

Change The Way You Listen To 



usic 




Polk Audio -l-Sonic® 
Entertainment System 2 
with Apple® iPod® Dock 

MSRP: $499.99 

SKU:8826176 

www.polkaudio.com 



Quick Overview 

The l-Sonic ES2 cranks out awesome tunes from 
your iPod or HD Radio. 4-speaker l-Sonic 
Technology provides audio 360 degrees around 
the unit. You get rich sound no matter where 
you stand or where you place the unit. 

Perfect For 

Those who want rich, room-filling sound from 
HD Radio broadcasts or their iPods in a com- 
pact, easy-to-use package. 



Outstanding Benefits 

l-Sonic Technology provides spectacular sound throughout your room. 

iPod dock charges and controls docked iPods. 

HD Radio tuner receives 100% digital HD Radio broadcasts. 

Patented PowerPort* gives rich bass performance. 

Video output — Watch iPod-based video on your TV. 

Full-function alarm clock with sleep timer and snooze bar. 

Remote control allows convenient control of unit and docked iPod. 

Auxiliary input can be connected to other devices, such as computers, 

CD players, or satellite radios. 

Coolest Feature 

iTunes Tagging lets you tag songs you hear on HD Radio stations with 
your new l-Sonic ES2 and then preview, buy, and download them later 
from your iTunes Tagged playlist the next time you sync your iPod. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 



* Does not include iPod 
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@CHESTnUT SOUHD 

Audio System 

Someday ... All Audio Systems Will Work Like This 





Chestnut Hill Sound 
GEORGE Music 
System 

MSRP: $499.99 

SKU: 8556653 

www.chillsound.com 



Quick Overview 

The next step in iPod playback sytems, GEORGE 
has a unique synergy of power, functionalilty, and 
style. With the industry's only remote control of- 
fering full iPod functionality, there is no better 
way to browse your personal music library from 
your place of comfort. Along with the most bal- 
anced and accurate sound quality of any table- 
top system, GEORGE includes an AM/FM radio 
and advanced alarm clock features. 

Perfect For 

Those who want great performance, brilliant 
sound, and full iPod control without leaving 
their seat. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• RF remote control with large high-resolution display lets you create 
music playlists, and use Jump Buttons or Alpha Search to find your fa- 
vorite tunes without the need to get up from your chair. 

• High-performance AM/FM radio with BANDLESS™ tuning allows users 
to mix 24 AM and FM presets, so you can organize them by interest or 
genre, and with the turn of a single knob, you can listen to AM or FM. 

• Digital Clock with programmable alarms allows user to schedule by day 
or week, as well as select source and adjust volume settings. Wake up 
to tone, radio, or any iPod song selection 

Coolest Feature 

The ergnomic and unique remote control features a large, 2.5-inch LCD 
that gives you complete control over your iPod's different functions. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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MINT 

Digital Music Station 



Audio System 

Wireless Audio Freedom For Your Digital Lifestyle 





Mint 220 Wireless 
Digital Music Station 

MSRP: $159.99 

SKU: 8750336 

www.mintds.com 



Quick Overview 

There is not a single competitor that can match 
Mint's great value — the high-fidelity audio, the 
versatility of Mint's universal iPod dock and 
audio mini-jack, or the leading-edge wireless 
connectivity to computer. Mint's high-fidelity 
wireless means the ability to stream all of your 
audio from your PC or Mac — with zero loss of 
fidelity — up to 45 feet, or 15 meters. 

Perfect For 

Anyone who craves crisp, room-filling sound 
from their Mac/ PC, iPods, MP3 players, video 
games, or television. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Lossless 2.4CHz wireless audio streaming from your Mac or PC with the 
included Mint USB Wireless Transmitter with no extra software needed 

• Careful craftsmanship, acoustic engineering, and sealed enclosure 
design offer precise audio usually found only in much pricier systems 

• The Mint 220 Digital Music Station offers the highest fidelity digital 
audio of its Texas Instruments' PurePath Digital audio amplification for 
optimal performance 

Coolest Feature 

The Mint 220 licks the audio envelope both in terms of ultimate 
listening enjoyment and affordability — delivering rich, dynamic sound 
quality; easy connectivity; remote operation; and wireless audio 
streaming for home, dorm, work, and play. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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±Zipit 



All-ln-One Wi-Fi" Messaging Device 
IM, Text & Listen To Music 




Zipit® Wireless Messenger2 (Z2) 

MSRP: $49.99 

SKU: 8717677 

www.zipitwireless.com 



Quick Overview 

Zipit Wireless' Z2 is a great way for pre-teens and 
teens to keep in touch through IM and Text 
messages. This award-winning personal handheld 
device makes communicating with friends easy 
and affordable — all while not monopolizing the 
family PC or racking up texting overages. Parents 
will appreciate its safety features, such as limiting 
usage and blocking incoming messages from 
strangers. They'll also love that it's now just $49.99. 

Perfect For 

Kids from ages nine to 16 will love the freedom to 
IM and text, and families can enjoy a freed-up 
home computer. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• A device that lets kids chat from their own personal portable device 

• Unlimited IM and Texting capabilities with anyone, on any service 
or device 

• Flat monthly service plan rate* 

• Works with any Wi-Fi home network or hotspot 

• Play MP3 songs, stream Internet radio, and view your favorite photos 

• Syncs with existing IM accounts, including AOL'/AIM®, Yahoo!", 
and MSN* 

• Built-in protection against messages received from unknown contacts 

Coolest Feature 

Quickly and easily organize your IM and Texting buddies into one 
convenient MyFriendz" list and chat with up to 99 friends at the 
same time. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 

*12-month minimum term commitment for initial activation required Service plan: $9.99 monthly for 12 months; e-contract required. 
Activation available at ZipitWireless.com. "Unlimited Text" based on reasonable personal usage of 5,000 incoming and 5,000 outgoing texts 
per month. Zipit and the Z logo are registered trademarks of Zipit Wireless, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. 
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Jabra 



Bluetooth® Headset 
Noise Blackout™ . . 



No Noise, All Voice 




Jabra BT530 

MSRP: $99.99 

SKU: 9004631 

www.jabra.com 



Quick Overview 

The Jabra BT530 is the first Bluetooth'" headset 
with Noise Blackout™. Unique amongst wireless 
hands-free headsets, it provides background 
noise elimination — without any compromise 
on natural voice quality. Dual microphones, 
coupled with advanced DSP technology, iden- 
tify the source of sound — and then enhance 
your own voice and filter out peripheral noise. 

Perfect For 

Noisy enviroments. Use the BT530 with your 
phone, PC, and music player. 



Outstanding Benefits 

■ Lightweight — weighs only lOg 

• Up to 5 1/2 hours talk time and up to 250 hours standby time 

• High Performance with Bluetooth 2.0 EDR and eSCO 

• Dual wearing style with 3rd generation Jabra Eargel™ and flexible 
earhook 

• Dedicated on/off slide switch 

• Battery Status Indicator 

• Intelligent volume controls and audio shock protection 

Coolest Feature 

Noise Blackout™ Technology with two noise-cancellation microphones 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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invisibL 

by 7. tf.C. 



Cell Phone Accessory 

Invisible Protection For Your Smartphone 
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r SHIELD 

by Z\GG. 




ZAGG - InvisibleSHIELD 
Screen Protector for 
Smartphones 

MSRP: $14.99 

SKU: 8916694 (Apple iPhone 3G) 

SKU: 8916701 (Samsung Instinct) 

MSRP: $19.99 

SKU: 8916685 (BlackBerry smartphones) 

www.zagg.com 



Quick Overview 

invisibleSHIELD's pre-cut clear film not only 
guards your smartphone's screen against 
bumps and scratches — it protects your entire 
device. The thin film cover doesn't add bulk 
to your device and helps to improve grip, 
making it easier for you to keep a safe grasp 
on your investment. 

Perfect For 

If you have invested in a smartphone, you will 
want to consider this simple and inexpensive 
way to protect it. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• SHIELDS are available to fit BlackBerry Pearl, Curve, and 8800 models; 
Apple iPhone C3 phones; and the Samsung Instinct 

• Nano-Memory Technology film is custom-cut to protect a specific de- 
vice, ensuring a perfect fit 

• Guards against bumps and scratches 

• Doesn't add bulk, making your device easy to dock 

• Improves grip, making it less likely you'll drop your phone 

• Easy to remove without leaving behind sticky residue 

Coolest Feature 

If your invisibleSHIELD is damaged while doing its job — protecting your 
smartphone — ZAGG will replace it for as long as you own your device. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Energizer 

A dvanced lithium 

Lithium Batteries 

Get More Power* For The Devices You Rely On ms i 



Keep' 





Energizer. 
Energizer 
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MjW Energizer 
Energizer 
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± MORE' 
£ POWER 



FOR 

-t- THi- DEVICES 
5; YOUHELVON 




Energizes Advanced 
Lithium Batteries 

MSRP: AA-4 $7.99 

SKU: 70552401 

MSRP: AAA-4 $7.99 

SKU: 70552801 

MSRP: AA-8 $14.99 

SKU: 70552601 

www.energizer.com/firstglimpse 



Quick Overview 

NEW Energizer» Advanced Lithium Battery 
technology gives you more power* for the 
countless electronic gadgets that you can't 
live without. 



Perfect For 

Digital cameras, handheld games, personal 
audio players, and wireless gaming accessories. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Last up to 4X longer* in digital cameras 

• Play up to 30% longer** in handheld games 

• Listen up to 30% longer* in personal audio players 

• Lightweight and performs in extreme temperatures (-40° to 140° F) 

Coolest Feature 

The official battery of Rock Band™. You can play up to 20 hours longer* 
in Rock Band™ wireless gaming accessories. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 

*vs. Energizer.MAX.. Results vary by device. 

**vs. Energizer.MAX.. AA only. Results vary by device. 

***vs.Energizer»MAX». Results vary by play and/or usage patterns. 

© 2008 Energizer 

Energizer, Energizer Bunny design, card graphics and shapes and other marks are trademarks of Energizer. 
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MP3 Players 

5 Must-Have Accessories 



Nailing down a list of must-have accessories for an MP3 player is tricky. Just be- 
cause an iPod dock for the kitchen tops your list, for example, doesn't mean it 
even cracks an avid jogger's Top 5. Ultimately, though, five general categories stand 
out, although other notable accessories include extra batteries, cleaning kits, and 
Bluetooth adapters. IS 

by Blaine Flamig 



D 



Match your earphones to your needs. Sometimes a runner doesn't fare 
well with earbuds, which fall out due to the constant jostle of running. 
This is a burden for anyone hoping to get in a good workout. A runner 
should opt for headphones that are secure, and in this case, an in-the-ear 
earbud would be the ideal choice. Headphone styles are numerous and include 
wired/wireless earbuds, which are perfect for people on the go (students, mass- 
transit users), and earcups, which can satisfy any audiophile's need to hear 
minute musical details. 



@ 




s 



Portable speakers and docks are perfect for letting the entire group listen to 
tunes in open areas. Whether you want to listen to Enya as you take shelter 
from a fall storm or need some musical motivation as you rake up the 
leaves blanketing your lawn, there's no limit to 
where you can listen to your portable player. Don't 
let the pair of headphones that came with your 
player constrain you, either. Most speakers have a 
dock to recharge your player's battery. Check your 
MP3 player manufacturer's Web site for model num- 
bers of available speakers and docks. 



Beam the tunes on your portable music player through your car stereo. If 

you're motoring about in the family van, music players can provide the 
soundtrack. You'll need an FM transmitter that plays the tunes on your 
portable music player over your car radio. Connect the transmitter to your 
player, select a designated frequency on the radio, tune to that same frequency 
on your transmitter, and listen to 
music, movies, podcasts, audio- 
books, etc. Transmitters range from 
basic to sophisticated models (pro- 
viding remote controls and visual 
interfaces), making it easy to find 
one that suits your needs. 




H 



Cases can protect your 
portable music player from 
scratches, bumps, water, 
physical drops, and mishaps 
that can otherwise shorten your 
player's life. You decided to treat 
yourself and buy a high-end 
MP3 player. Because you've al- 
ready spent so much, it's only 
right to assume that you have 
everything you need, right? Not 
quite. No matter what type of 
portable music player you own, 
it's wise to buy a case to protect 
it in different environments. 
Cases are relatively inexpensive 
(starting at around $20) and can 
provide a little protection from 
minor drops or normal wear and 
tear. Because cases are designed 
to work with specific players, 
check the MP3 player manufac- 
turer's Web site for cases that 
are compatible. 



@ 



Armbands can mean the 
difference between a work- 
out you're proud of vs. one 
that is constantly inter- 
rupted by accidental drops and 
tugging, tangled cords. Without 
a doubt, music is a huge moti- 
vator when it comes to exercise. 
No matter your sport, an arm- 
band that fits around your bicep 
offers stability for your portable 
music player and comfort for 
you. And for workouts that 
don't jostle your player, such as 
riding an exercise bike, a lanyard 
provides an inexpensive, effec- 
tive alternative to an armband. 
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Which MP3 Player Is Best For You? 

j Pods are cool, sure, but you have other choices when it comes to listening to your tunes. This chart compares the most impor- 
I tant — and coolest — features from select MP3 players available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 



Memory 
type 



Capacities 



Songs 



Video; 
FM tuner 
capabilities 



Colors 



Battery life 



What It Means 



Hard drive 
(moving parts, 
more capacity) 
or flash (no 
moving parts) 



How much 
memory the 
player has (on 
models available 
at Best Buy) 



Based on four- 
minute songs at 
128Kbps, the 
number a play- 
er can hold 



Some MP3 play- 
ers can play 
video or let you 
listen to radio 



Several players 
offer a variety of 
color choices 



How long the bat- 
tery will last when 
playing music 




San Disk Sansa Clip 
MSRP: $79.99* 
SKU 8753976 



Flash 



4CB 



2,000 
(WMA) 



Only an FM 
tuner 



Silver 



15 hours 







San Disk Sansa Fuze 
MSRP: $79.99*; 
$99.99*; $129.99* 
SKU 8753789 



Flash 



2CB; 4GB; 
8CB 



500; 1,000; 
2,000 



Both 



Black, red, 
pink, blue 



24 hours 



Apple iPod nano 

MSRP: $149*; $199* 
SKU 8500847 



Flash 



4CB; 8GB 



1,000; 2,000 
(AAC) 



Only video 



Silver (4GB); 
Black, silver, 
red, blue, 
green 



24 hours 







Samsung P2 

MSRP: $199.99* 
$249.99* 
SKU 8571379 



Flash 



4GB; 8GB 



N/A 



Both 



Black, bur- 
gundy 



30 hours 




Apple iPod classic 

MSRP: $249*; $349* 
SKU 8500035 



Hard drive 



80GB; 
160GB 



20,000; 
40,000 
(AAC) 



Only video 



Black, silver 



30 hours; 40 
hours 




Microsoft Zune 
80GB 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 8802352 



Hard drive 



80GB 



20,000 



Both 



Red 



30 hours 




Apple iPod touch 

MSRP: $299*; $399* 

$499* 

SKU 8500437 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB; 
32GB 



1,750; 3,500; 

7,000 

(AAC) 



Only video 



Black 



22 hours 




Archos 705 WiFi 

MSRP: $399.99*; 
$499.99* 
SKU 8741267 



Hard drive 



80GB; 
160GB 



45,000; 
95,000 



Only video 



Silver 



25 hours 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which GPS Device Is Right For You? 

ne of the hottest CE devices around right now is a GPS device, and what a useful device it is, too. Here, we compare some models 
available on today's market. All of these units come with maps already loaded, and you can purchase additional maps, as well. 



Screen size; 
Dimensions 



Text-to- 
speech; Traffic 
receiver 



Preloaded 
maps 



WAAS 



Bluetooth; 
MP3 play- 
back 



Included 
charging 
adapters 



What It Means 



The diagonal 
measurement 
of the screen; 
Height x width x 
depth 



Unit calls out spe- 
cific street names; 
Unit receives traf- 
fic updates and re- 
routes accordingly 



The regional 
maps that come 
included with 
the GPS unit 



A satellite and 
ground station 
system that 
gives exception- 
al GPS accuracy 



Some units com- 
municate wire- 
lessly with other 
Bluetooth devices 
or play MP3s 



AC adapters plug 
into the wall; DC 
adapters plug into 
your car's ciga- 
rette lighter 




Carmin niivi 205 

MSRP:$1 99.99* 
SKU 8795459 



3.5 inches; 
2.8x3.8x0.8 
inches 



No; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



Yes 



No; No 



DC adapter 




TomTom 130-S 

MSRP: $249.95* 
SKU 8774427 



3.5 inches; 

3x3.6x0.8 

inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




Magellan 
RoadMate1212 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 8882845 



3.5 inches; 
3.2x3.6x0.6 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico 
and Canada) 



Yes 



No; No 



DC adapter 







Magellan 
RoadMate 1412 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 8754412 



4.3 inches; 
3.2x4.6x0.7 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Yes 



No; No 



AC adapter 




Garmin niivi 260W 
MSRP: $428.56* 
SKU 8673697 



4.3 inches; 
4.8x2.9x0.8 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




TomTom GO 730 

MSRP: $449.95* 
SKU 8774533 



4.3 inches; 

3.3x4.7x1 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



Yes; Yes 



DC adapter 




Garmin niivi 780 

MSRP: $749.99* 
SKU 8674071 



4.3 inches; 
4.8x2.9x0.8 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 







Garmin niivi 880* 

MSRP: $899.99 
SKU 8828735 



4.3 inches; 
3.1x4.9x0.7 
inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



Yes; Yes 



DC adapter 
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lite CE devices are ubiquitous, but there are plenty of products 
that have a dark exterior, too. These devices available from Best Buy 

K (www.bestbuy.com) may appear ominous, but their functionality 
■« ^ure to give you goosebumps. 




2ft * 




5.1-Ch. 
Home Theater System 
A setup that's sure to make 
your hair stand on end. 
$569.99 



HP Blackbird 002 Desktop 
A sleek desktop design that 
will give you chills. 
$2,999.99 



Canon EOS Digital Rebel 
XS Digital SLR 

Finally get photographic 
evidence of phantoms 
$699.99 



„ 


if 




1 
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ZoombakAdvanced GPS 

& Family Locator 

Get away from creepy critters 

and find your way back home. 

$249.99 



Motorola M0T0F0NE 
(Unlocked) 

Give your favorite ghoul 
friends a ring. 
$69.99 



LG Super Blu Fligh 
Definition Multiplayer 
A cinematic treat that will make 
yo u j um p o ut of yo ur seat. 
$599.99 
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And Optical Mou 
Black cats will yowl over this 
delectable combo. 
$36.99 




Get All The Details 

on new CE products with First Glimpse's product profile sections 







